
TOURISTS from Singapore made up more than half
of the 24.6 million visitors to Malaysia last year,
and its Tourism Ministry wants to attract more visi-
tors from here through a series of upcoming events.

Visitors from Singapore made some 13 million
trips to Malaysia, an increase of 2.4 per cent from
the figure in 2009. Singapore also contributed
RM28.4 billion (S$11.6 billion) in tourist receipts
out of the total of RM56.5 billion.

One programme that has proven popular among
Singapore’s urbanites is the homestay, in which visi-
tors get to experience the rustic life by staying in
kampungs. Of the 49,000 homestay visitors last
year, 25,000, or 51 per cent, were from Singapore.

Tourism Malaysia director Zalizam Zakaria said
yesterday the number is very significant.

He added that demand for train travel to the vil-
lages had picked up in recent months due to the up-
coming relocation of the Malayan Railway (KTM)
station. Malaysia will move the train service at Tan-
jong Pagar Railway Station to Woodlands Train
Checkpoint from July 1.

Datuk Azizan Noordin, acting director-general
of Tourism Malaysia, said the relocation of the rail-
way station will have no impact on the programme.

He added: “The service will always be there.
They can take the train from Woodlands.”

To attract more tourists, Malaysia is holding a
series of events, starting with the 1Malaysia Mega
Sale Carnival this month, plus the Malaysia Interna-
tional Gourmet Festival in October and the Asean
Heritage Food Trail in November.

Mr Azizan expects tourist numbers from Singa-
pore to grow slightly this year. He added that his
country’s overall target is to hit 25 million visitor ar-
rivals this year.

Attractions that may lure more visitors from Sin-
gapore include Asia’s first Legoland theme park,
which will be ready next year, and South-east
Asia’s first international designer discount outlet,
which will open in 2014. Both will be in Johor.

NG KAI LING

MUSLIMS going on the pilgrimage to Mecca this
year will have more haj packages to choose from, in-
cluding more moderately priced ones.

The Islamic Religious Council of Singapore
(Muis) said yesterday that, as a result of feedback
from past pilgrims, it has come up with 33 packag-
es, of which 19 are new.

The lowest-priced one costs $4,480, and the
most expensive, $11,490. The packages include
medical assistance, travel insurance and repatria-
tion services, but exclude airfare.

Muis advises pilgrims to pick the one based on
need and affordability.

It added that it had made a request for additional
places for Singapore pilgrims. The official quota
stands at 680 places, or 0.1 per cent of the Muslim
population here.

Muslims are called to make the pilgrimage to
Mecca, Saudi Arabia, at least once in their lifetime.
The trip lasts 30 days on average.

More details are at www.muis.gov.sg

BY JUDITH TAN

GETTING every Singaporean talking about death
and dying would help move end-of-life issues high-
er up the national agenda, said 30 movers and shak-
ers who were asked for their insights into the topic.

Many felt individuals should have a say in the
way they would like to be cared for at the end of
their lives, and present-day laws supporting this
should be reviewed.

Associate Professor Terry Kaan from the Law
Faculty at the National University of Singapore
said: “The Advanced Medical Directive is cumber-
some and needs updating.”

The legal document first came into effect in 1997
and informs doctors treating a patient who have
signed one that, in the event he becomes terminally
ill and unconscious, he does not want any life-sus-
taining treatment to be used to prolong life.

Dr Kaan said it is cumbersome because it must
be made through a doctor and in front of witnesses
without any vested interests in the patient.

He was one of 30 leaders interviewed for a
study, commissioned by the philanthropic Lien

Foundation, to map out the top end-of-life issues
confronted by Singaporeans and how best to over-
come them.

Others involved include Mr Liak Teng Lit, who
heads the Khoo Teck Puat Hospital; Professor Kua
Ee Heok from the Department of Psychological Med-
icine at the National University Health System
(NUHS); Mr Gerard Ee, chairman of the Council for
Third Age, an organisation that helps seniors
achieve a better quality of life; and Sister Geraldine
Tan, administrator at St Joseph’s Home, a hospice.

Mr Lee Poh Wah, chief executive of the founda-
tion, said it was “a deliberate move” to have only
five voices from the hospice and palliative care com-
munity.

He said: “Death or dying negotiates in the
realms of ethics, economics, health care and the
law. Therefore end-of-life care is too important to
be relegated and shouldered by only this group. It’s
everybody’s responsibility.”

Titled Living With The End In Mind, the study,
consisting of interviews with the 30 opinion lead-
ers, were analysed and compiled into a book by
former journalist Koh Buck Song.

One suggestion to better end-of-life quality is to
increase health-care spending so more resources
can be given to palliative care and voluntary wel-
fare organisations running hospices.

A look into developing end-of-life care as a pri-
vate sector industry is also long overdue as the
move can help relieve the overburdened charitable
hospices.

Mr Lee said that while the number of births a
year is double that of deaths, the number of doctors
specialising in obstetrics and gynaecology is 10
times that of those specialising in palliative medi-
cine.

Currently there are only 17 doctors specialising
in palliative care and by the year 2015, an estimated
51 such doctors will be needed for the public sector.

The fact that the medical system today rewards
cure more than care, and also discourages doctors’
attention to palliative medicine, were pointed out
in the study.

The Lien Foundation hopes to analyse the study
further before presenting it to the Health Ministry
in September.
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