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She might earn a minuscule fraction of what billionaires do, but Taiwanese vegetable seller Chen Shu-chu, 59, joins their ranks as one of Forbes Asia’s
“Heroes of Philanthropy”, having donated tens of thousands of her hard-earned dollars to help children and the needy. PHOTO: LIBERTY TIMES

Vegetable seller among
Asia’s most charitable
A TAIWANESE vegetable
seller has been named by
Forbes Asia magazine as
one of the most generous
souls in the Asia-Pacific
region.
Madam Chen Shuchu, 59, stands out
among the tycoons, entrepreneurs and celebrities
honoured in the “Heroes
of Philanthropy” list.
Now in its third year,
the list features 48 of the
region’s most prominent
altruists, including four
from Singapore.
The rest were chosen
from 11 other economies
in the region – Australia,
China, Hong Kong, India,
Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia, the Philippines,
South Korea, Taiwan and
Thailand.
Madam Chen, who
sells vegetables seven
days a week at Taitung
city’s central market, has
emptied her savings for
charity, Forbes Asia and
Taiwanese newspaper Liberty Times said.
Despite earning a
meagre income, her donations include US$32,000
(S$44,800) for a children’s fund in 2004 and
US$144,000 the following year to help build a library at the primary
school she once attended.
The unmarried woman
is putting away every
cent she earns to set up a Philanthropists from
US$313,000 fund this Singapore who made it to
year to help the poor the list include (from top)
with education and retailer Elim Chew, former
health care.
Singapore Exchange chief
Her passion for giving executive Hsieh Fu Hua,
– while hardly spending Lee Foundation chairman
on herself – has made her Lee Seng Gee and Lien
a minor celebrity in Tai- Foundation chairman
wan. In 2005, her dona- Laurence Lien.
tion to the school library
was featured as an essay topic in the civil service exam, Liberty Times said.
“Money serves its purpose only when it is used
for those who need it,” she told the newspaper in
an interview in December at her dimly lit market
stall.
Mr John Koppisch, associate editor of Forbes
Asia, said the magazine chose some philanthropists
like Madam Chen even though they were not the
biggest givers. “Instead we aim to highlight a varied
group of generous people, some holdovers from last
year but mostly new names who deserve recognition. By calling attention to these 48, we hope to encourage more giving,” he said in a statement.
One of the more familiar names on the list is Australian Elisabeth Murdoch, the 101-year-old mother of News Corp chief Rupert Murdoch.
She was honoured for giving back to society for
decades, supporting about 100 charities each year.
From Singapore, retailer Elim Chew, former Singapore Exchange chief executive Hsieh Fu Hua, Lee
Foundation chairman Lee Seng Gee and Mr Laurence Lien, chairman of the Lien Foundation and
chief executive of the National Volunteer and Philanthropy Centre, won mentions.
Ms Chew, the 44-year-old owner of the 77th
Street clothing chain, is said to devote most of her
time to philanthropy.
Mr Hsieh, founder of the Binjai Tree foundation,
is on a mission to raise the standards of charitable
governance in Singapore, Forbes said, while Dr Lee
and Mr Lien oversee giving to the tune of hundreds
of millions of dollars.
Hong Kong movie star Jackie Chan, Chinese basketball giant Yao Ming and Malaysian tycoon Ananda Krishnan also made it to the list.
For Madam Chen, who dropped out of school at
the age of 13 to support her siblings after her parents died, giving is something that comes naturally.
“What I donated was a small sum; it’s nothing,”
she told The Straits Times yesterday.

