
PRESCHOOLERS with learning dif-
ficulties can now get help at 22 PAP
Community Foundation kindergar-
tens in Punggol-Pasir Ris GRC.

The largest kindergarten opera-
tor here, together with charity Lien

Foundation and the KK Women’s and Children’s
Hospital’s Department of Child Development, have
launched an early detection and intervention pro-
gramme for children with developmental needs.

This pilot programme, which was launched last
July, has screened more than 900 children in PCF
schools and has identified about 90 of them for
therapy. These children will have customised les-
sons to help their learning growth.

MANPOWER Minister Gan Kim
Yong said bilingualism is a life skill
that Singaporeans should try to ac-
quire, especially when China’s
economy is prospering.

He said this at the launch of this
year’s Speak Mandarin Campaign in the Asian Civili-
sations Museum in Empress Place yesterday.

Mr Gan said: “Language learning is not an easy
task. As new generation of Singaporeans grow up,
we need to encourage them and provide the envi-
ronment for them not only to learn, but also to use
the language.”

A weekly online quiz, modelled on the Trivial
Pursuit game, is a feature of this year’s campaign.

A SURVEY has revealed that 73 per
cent of Singapore children encoun-
tered negative experiences online.

This resulted in them feeling an-
gry, annoyed, fearful, disgusted
and shocked, among other things.

The Norton Online Family Report 2010, which
involved 101 children aged 10 to 17 and 102 parents,
was conducted by Internet security firm Symantec
in April. The results were released yesterday.

The survey also showed that stranger danger is a
real threat to children online. About 40 per cent of
the children surveyed said they received online
messages from strangers who wanted to meet them.
Only 11 per cent of parents were aware of this.

T HE budget for the inaugu-
ral Youth Olympic Games
(YOG) has surpassed origi-

nal estimates of US$75 million
($104 million) by more than three
times.

The projected government
spending for the 13-day Games in
August will now be approximate-
ly $387 million, reported The
Straits Times.

The Ministry of Community
Development, Youth and Sports
(MCYS) explained yesterday that
the YOG Organising Committee
was working with the International Olympic Com-
mittee (IOC), 26 international sports federations
and 205 national Olympic committees for the com-
petitions to run at the highest international stand-
ard.

This, it said, necessitated certain revisions in the

specifications, scale and scope of
the Games, reported Channel
NewsAsia.

MCYS stressed that the bene-
fits will still continue to outweigh
the increased cost.

Besides $260 million worth of
contracts that has been awarded
to local companies, the YOG is
also expected to attract about
40,000 foreign visitors, generat-
ing a $57 million boom in tour-
ism receipts.

Also, the IOC has estimated
that the YOG will be watched by a

global audience of 1.5 billion, with the total interna-
tional media value in excess of $86 million.

The ministry said Singapore will be seizing this
opportunity to raise the international profile of the
country, opening up opportunities for Singapore
businesses.
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is a necessary life skill

7 in 10 children here have
bad online experiences
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LORRY BLITZ: A joint operation by the Traffic Police and the Land
Transport Authority found that the owners of 368 lorries had flouted
safety rules involving the transportation of workers. The safety of
workers being ferried on lorries has been a concern after three
workers died after being thrown out of a lorry on June 22.
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