
By KEZIA TOH

ELEVEN schools have already had
more than half their Primary 1
vacancies snapped up after Phase
1 of the registration exercise for
admission ended on Wednesday.

These schools include estab-
lished names such as Pei Hwa
Presbyterian Primary in Bukit
Timah as well as neighbourhood
institutions such as North Vista
Primary in Sengkang and West
Grove Primary in Jurong West.

Phase 1 is targeted at siblings
of pupils currently enrolled in
school. Instead of gunning for a
brand-name school at a later
phase of the exercise, many par-
ents now seem more receptive to
enrolling their younger children in
a neighbourhood school right
from the initial phase.

The numbers bear that out.
This year, 118 spots at North Vista
Primary – more than half the 210
vacancies – have been filled. In
the same phase last year, just 70

of the 270 spots were taken up.
At West Grove Primary, 138 of

270 spots found takers this year,
compared to 111 last year.

The figures were released by
the Ministry of Education after
Phase 1 concluded on Wednesday.

Some 40,000 children are ex-
pected to be registered in 187
schools for next year’s Primary 1
classes.

The registration exercise,
which now moves on to other
phases, runs till Aug 31.

Educators said the higher take-
up rate in Phase 1 in neighbour-
hood schools is a sign that parents
are happy with the progress their
older kids are making in such
schools.

Said West Grove Primary prin-
cipal Teresa Pang: “The effect of
the programmes – in art, for exam-
ple – shows in the elder children,
and parents feel assured.”

The school’s arts instructional
programme exposes pupils to dif-
ferent art genres, such as modern
art, pop art and architectural and

environmental design.
North Vista Primary principal

Phua Kia Wang said the school as-
pires to meet the standards of the
many young and better-educated
couples in its Sengkang neighbour-
hood.

“They look at ways where their
children will learn better to build
up their life skills and confidence,
so as to prepare them better for
the future,” he said.

The school uses a well-known
Italian approach called Reggio

Emilia that involves the children
deciding what they want to learn
and the teachers shaping lessons
around their pupils’ wishes.

Other neighbourhood schools
that have had more than half their
available spots taken up are Ever-
green Primary, Greenwood Prima-
ry and Innova Primary, all in
Woodlands.

Parents cite confidence in the
neighbourhood schools and con-
venience as the main pull factors.
For management support officer

Siti Habsah, 34, who has four chil-
dren in West Grove Primary, en-
rolling her fifth in the same school
goes beyond just continuity.

For her, a big plus is pupils get-
ting the chance to go for overseas
trips. Two of her children have
flown to Sabah in Malaysia for a
science trip, and to Brunei for a
Malay immersion programme.

When she compares her chil-
dren’s experiences with those of
her nieces and nephews in other
schools, “they don’t seem to have
a chance to go out of school to
learn”, she said.

Seven new primary schools will
open next year and Singaporeans
will also be given priority over
PRs, if balloting is necessary in
any phase of the Primary 1 regis-
tration.

Phase 2A (1) started yesterday
for children whose parent is a
former pupil of the school and has
joined the alumni association no
later than a stipulated date, and
for children whose parent is a
member of the school advisory or
management committee.
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By JANICE TAI

CLOSE to 100 parents yesterday submitted a peti-
tion urging the authorities to regulate preschool
fees.

They are calling on the ministries overseeing the
preschool sector to set up a committee to oversee
fee adjustments, and to limit such increases to once
every two years.

Any fee adjustments should be made at the start
of each year, they said.

Parents should be notified at least six months in
advance to allow them sufficient time to pick anoth-
er school if they do not wish to pay more, they add-
ed.

They also proposed changes to the childcare sub-
sidy schemes so that some financial help could go
towards the schools. This would help schools de-
fray operating costs, and give them fewer reasons
to raise fees.

The petition, which has been making its rounds
online, was submitted to the Ministry of Education
(MOE), which oversees kindergartens, and the Min-
istry of Community Development, Youth and
Sports (MCYS), which oversees childcare centres.

The petition comes amid greater attention on
the quality and affordability of preschool educa-
tion. In a recent study on preschool education com-
missioned by the Lien Foundation, Singapore was
ranked 29th among 45 developed and emerging
economies. The study noted that while the level of
preschool enrolment is high, Singapore needs to im-
prove on quality and affordability.

The Straits Times first reported in April that a
group of parents were starting a petition as they
were upset with frequent fee hikes, which can come
in quantums of as much as hundreds of dollars.

The appeal was started by Mr James Tan, a fa-
ther in his 30s, who is unhappy with fee increases
at Brighton Montessori, the childcare centre his son
attends. He said fees at the centre have increased
50 per cent in the past two years, from $850 in 2010
to $1,275 this year.

Mr Tan, who drafted the petition, said in the let-
ter: “I cannot understand why Singapore has a
world class public primary, secondary, post-second-
ary and university education system which is very
affordable but is totally lacking in public preschool
education.”

The MCYS and MOE said childcare centres and
kindergartens are private entities, and set their own
fees. But they advise them to give at least three
months’ notice to parents and explain the rationale
behind fee revisions.

There are about 950 childcare centres and about
500 kindergartens here. All are privately operated.

Mr Tan said that while parents get subsidies
ranging from $150 to $300, they are not enough to
offset the increase in fees.

“The current subsidy system does not work. Eve-
ry time there is an increase in fee subsidy, the pre-
schools increase the fees such that parents do not
benefit at all,” he said.

This is a point raised by some preschool experts.
Preschool education consultant Khoo Kim Choo has
suggested that the Government not only provide
subsidies to parents, but also to preschool opera-
tors. This could go towards raising teacher salaries
and defraying rising rental costs.
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Phase 1 numbersMore parents enrol younger kids in
neighbourhood schools in Phase 1

Neighbourhood schools gaining favour

Parents submit
petition on
preschool fees

PARENTS FEEL CONFIDENT

The effect of the programmes – in art, for
example – shows in the elder children, and
parents feel assured. In a way it is also
convenient, as they know what my school is
about.
– West Grove Primary’s principal Teresa Pang, saying that the surge in
numbers is a sign that parents are happy with the school’s programmes
for their children already enrolled in the school

 

North Vista Primary
L Last year: 70 of 270
vacancies taken up
L This year: 118 of 210
spots have been snapped up

West Grove Primary
L Last year: 111 places
taken up out of 270 slots
L This year: 138 taken up

2012 registration
L Phase 1 of the
registration for Primary 1
places concluded on
Wednesday.

L This initial phase of
registration is for children
who have a sibling studying
in the primary school of
choice.

L Some 40,000 children
are expected to be
registered for next year’s
Primary 1 classes till
Aug 31; the 187 schools will
have 41,920 vacancies.
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