
By FENG ZENGKUN

THE parents of American research-
er Shane Todd, who was found
hanged here last year, told The
Straits Times yesterday that they
want a US congressional investiga-
tion into his death.

“We fear United States security
has been compromised,” said Mr
Rick Todd, 58, in an interview near
Buona Vista.

He and his wife Mary, 57, are in
Singapore ahead of a coroner’s in-
quiry next week into their son’s
death.

They believe he was murdered
because of his work for the Singa-
pore Institute of Microelectronics
(IME), which they allege had links
to a Chinese firm seen by the US
as a security threat.

Dr Todd was found dead last
June in his apartment near China-
town shortly after he quit the IME.
He was 31.

“This story will not go away, no
matter how the judge rules in this
inquiry,” said Mrs Todd.

“Our lives have been turned up-
side down. We’ve never experi-
enced this kind of pain. We’re do-
ing the very best we can to honour
Shane’s memory.”

Since arriving in Singapore on
Monday, the Todds have met with
lawyers who will represent them
at the inquiry, which is scheduled
to last from May 13 to 28.

Lead lawyer Gloria James from
Gloria James-Civetta & Co has
said 63 witnesses have been pre-
pared for the inquiry but not all
may be called to testify.

On Tuesday, the Todds went
through “two telephone books of
testimony and pictures” with the
lawyers.

More meetings are planned for
the rest of the week.

Yesterday, the Todds said their
son was “fun loving” and a “won-
derful big brother” to his three
younger brothers.

An emotional Mr Todd said his
family postponed celebrations for
younger son Dylan’s birthday and
Father’s Day last year to wait for
Dr Todd’s return to Montana.

The Todds declined to com-
ment on their plans for the inquiry
but said they had brought several
pieces of information, including a
pathologist’s report of their son’s
death and post-mortem pictures
they had taken. These have been
shared with the Singapore police,
they said.

They added that they handed to

the US Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion (FBI) a hard drive which they
found in their son’s apartment.

The couple have said the disk

contains their son’s work files,
supposedly including a project
linking IME to Chinese telecoms
giant Huawei Technologies.

Huawei, suspected of espio-
nage by the US government, has
denied the allegations. Both Hua-
wei and the IME have said they
did not go beyond preliminary
talks on a commercial project in-
volving gallium nitride, a semi-
conductor material.

Senior State Counsel Tai Wei
Shyong, the lead state counsel
for the coroner’s inquiry, said
the inquiry is a fact-finding pro-
cess, “solely dedicated to deter-
mining the cause of and circum-
stances surrounding Dr Todd’s
death”.

During the inquiry, which will
be public and open, Dr Todd’s
family can raise concerns relat-
ing to the case.

“The Attorney-General’s
Chambers is currently working
with the legal counsel appointed
by Dr Todd’s family to ensure
that all evidence relating to the
case is presented to the coroner
in order for him to make a prop-
er determination,” he said.

zengkun@sph.com.sg
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By JANICE TAI
and SABRINA TIONG

TO MANY, the Red Cross used to
mean “youth in white uniform
waiting for people to faint”, joked
its former chairman, retired lieu-
tenant-general Winston Choo
(right).

But leading the outfit through
large-scale humanitarian relief
operations in the region has pro-
vided him with experiences that

were heart-rending and fulfilling.
The former defence chief is one of
29 volunteers and organisations
set to receive prizes from Presi-
dent Tony Tan Keng Yam at the in-
augural Singapore Red Cross
(SRC) Awards later this month.

The 72-year-old will be given
the SRC’s highest honour – the
Humanitarian Award – for trans-
forming the society into an inter-
nationally recognised and respect-
ed humanitarian organisation.

While the formal recognition
was appreciated, Lt-Gen (Ret)
Choo said the most compelling
gratification came from his per-
sonal encounters with those who
needed help.

The soldier, who was the SRC’s
chairman from 1996 to 2008, be-
came an emissary of peace when
he coordinated efforts to send
about $5 million worth of food to
Indonesia as it was hit by a triple
blow in 1997 – famine, drought
and the Asian financial crisis.

He recalled how his team had
to give vitamin D injections to In-
donesian villagers then. Because
they were so thin, the jabs had to

be administered on their rear.
“They were so desperate that

they had no qualms lifting their sa-
rong,” said Lt-Gen (Ret) Choo. “It
was heart-rending but fulfilling
for us to do this kind of work.”

When a tsunami struck the
country in 2004, he managed the
disbursement of $89 million for
the reconstruction needed.

The SRC is also recognising oth-
ers who have given their time, ex-
pertise and resources to further
its mission, such as Mr Tang
Chun Tuck, 59, who will receive
the Outstanding Service Award.

Among his contributions, he
was a volunteer when the Hotel

New World collapsed in 1986, pro-
viding psycho-social support for
the survivors. Commendation
Award recipients Kek Siew Kok
and Wan Fook Kum, who has
served in the SRC for 48 years,
were also part of that operation.

One of the things Mr Wan, 72,
did was to take care of survivors
by serving them refreshments
when they emerged from the
ruins. Mr Kek, 76, who is SRC’s
longest serving volunteer, was in
charge of ferrying survivors to
hospitals. He led the society’s am-
bulance service for over 10 years.

jantai@sph.com.sg
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SEVENTY-FOUR Justices of the
Peace (JPs) were appointed by
President Tony Tan Keng Yam in
a ceremony held at the Istana yes-
terday.

Deputy Prime Minister Teo
Chee Hean and invited guests, in-
cluding MP for Tampines GRC
Baey Yam Keng, witnessed the ap-
pointments, made up of 50 re-ap-
pointments and 24 new ones.
They serve a five-year term from
this month.

Mr Moiz Tyebally, 62, a senior
associate with Harry Elias Part-
nership LLP, said of his re-ap-
pointment: “It’s a validation of
the work I’m doing.

“It’s a very satisfying job; it
gives you an insight into what’s
happening on the ground – the
kind of poverty and dysfunctional
families that we as JPs see.”

Another volunteer for the role
is retiree Eileen Aw, 75.

“When I solemnise marriages
for couples, I like to counsel them

to help them have a long, lasting
and fulfilling marriage,” she said.

The role of a Justice of Peace
includes being Visiting Justices to
prisons, mediators in the Subordi-

nate Courts or marriage solemnis-
ers in the Registry of Marriages.

They are volunteers that hail
from a range of professions, from
lawyers to university professors.

By ANDREA ONG

SPEAKER of Parliament Hali-
mah Yacob has ruled that an ad-
journment motion on the town
council review, filed by Work-
ers’ Party chairman Sylvia Lim,
is inadmissible in Parliament
when it sits next Monday.

The reason: The subject of
the motion will be fully debated
under a ministerial statement to
be presented at the same sitting.

Ms Lim had filed the adjourn-
ment motion earlier this week,
on Monday, following last Fri-
day’s announcement that Nation-
al Development Minister Khaw
Boon Wan would deliver a minis-
terial statement on the review in
Parliament.

She did so as she wanted
more time to discuss the issue,
she had said, citing Standing
Order 23 of parliamentary rules.
It states that MPs may only seek
clarification on a ministerial
statement, not debate it.

An adjournment motion
would let her speak for 20 min-
utes at the end of the sitting.

But yesterday, the Clerk of
Parliament said debate on minis-
terial statements is provided for
under Standing Order 44.

“Members can make their
speeches during this debate, not
only clarifications,” said the
Clerk. Each MP can speak up to
20 minutes, followed by a
wrap-up speech from Mr Khaw
that can last up to 40 minutes.

Hence, to avoid repetition,
the Clerk said: “The Speaker has
ruled it inadmissible.”

She cited Standing Order
53(2), which states it is out of
order to discuss the subject mat-
ter of a motion – which in this
case is the ministerial statement
– in an adjournment motion.

When contacted, Ms Lim told
The Straits Times that when she
filed the adjournment motion on
Monday, there was no indication
that the Government would pro-
vide for any debate.

“In any case, this is an impor-
tant matter and we will be partic-
ipating in the debate on the
motion, which was notified on
Tuesday,” she added.

Ms Lim is chairman of the
WP’s Aljunied-Hougang-Pung-
gol East Town Council. In Janu-
ary, she filed another adjourn-
ment motion: on safeguarding
public interest in town council
management.

She withdrew it after the Gov-
ernment announced its review of
the fundamental nature of town
councils and a controversial sale
of computer software from Peo-
ple’s Action Party town councils
to a PAP-owned IT company.

A report on the review by the
National Development Ministry
was released last Friday. It high-
lighted the risk of politicising
town council administration and
called for a “strategic review” of
town councils.

andreao@sph.com.sg

ENTREPRENEURIAL philanthro-
py is becoming more popular in
Singapore and the rest of Asia,
according to a new study.

“A new generation of philan-
thropists no longer want to be
cash machines,” said Dr Rob
John, who led the study by the
National University of Singapore
(NUS). “They are active inves-
tors and not passive donors, and
they want to engage with the so-
cial companies they invest in.”

These donors may invest in a
social enterprise with good po-
tential, and re-invest the returns
into other causes.

The findings of the Innova-
tion in Asian Philanthropy study
were released yesterday. It
looked at trends in philanthropy
and 26 philanthropic founda-
tions in Asia including Singa-
pore’s Lien Foundation, the Tote
Board and the Community Foun-
dation of Singapore.

United Kingdom-based Dr
John, a visiting senior fellow at
NUS, said in the report that high
rates of economic growth in the
region have led to a wide gap be-
tween rich and poor. “It’s even
more crucial that philanthropy
steps in here,” he added. He also
said impact investing, which
seeks to further social and envi-
ronmental causes while making
money, is catching on in Asia.

A 2010 report by JP Morgan
predicted that the global impact
investment market could grow
to US$1 trillion (S$1.23 trillion)
by 2020. The trend is still fairly
new here, said Singapore-based
Impact Investment Exchange
Asia, which deals with impact in-
vesting. There were a “handful”
of Singapore investors working
with it, said a spokesman, add-
ing that impact investment had
strong potential for growth here.
KASH CHEONG

Mr Todd and his wife, Mary, looking at photographs of their late son yesterday. Mrs Todd also showed reporters photos of
the late Dr Todd on her iPad (below). They believe their son was murdered. ST PHOTOS: KUA CHEE SIONG

WP motion on town
councils ‘inadmissible’

Entrepreneurial philanthropy
gaining popularity: Study

(From left) JPs Koh Choon Hui, Haroon Aljuined and Lee Chow Soon meeting
President Tony Tan and his wife after the ceremony. ST PHOTO: AZIZ HUSSIN

Winston Choo lauded for raising
stature of humanitarian society

The Todds talk
about how their lives

have changed

"B8B?4:6=B/
!'4<$?%#/

.35)
('7%61'2-

;B6641
%#;;:92>:9#/

++0)
('7%61'2-

*(#%?>,>"B:A:>>46$;>,(((#;%#?#/

0+-68 D?/3( /3<9+6< 9@36-0D8*?$ G%=$ 5- <,+/-60 .
E/*?5 -< /6D; <@*9? 6-5 8*?B--C 36@+-A 63)3<D;'G89E9/3?5?99DC4#$ <.

8*?//3"  !  9AD/?C-% ! C3)D6#  !  36D4 <3= ! 9<3=  !  93,*D?C00. ! 3(-%  !  9<9363<*& ! 93?FF-%  !  *-?;9D>  !  
9<*3): ! <*3(*?D<63<*:  !  93,?)63$ ,?<93(-7  !  9396+-4  !  A<?*+((-4  !  993*CC3" ! A<+D31  !  9/332 *36/C?;4 ! AFD1

#976/'/642+476",32,/+99"26&'23/'2+,*"-5.2'99'/6,2'99'/862&#23)#38/,*+(624&676","(76*(73')",3*"(7"'23/'*"2-5.'/3$*2+4764+#,"9"039"3)36,,*'!0+/'23(73,7"24&6'8",,3'9039"3)3'23(',/"9/,*+(62-5

*>&9-;4B@7
)+)&*"!*(!++%#*'"!$

Red Cross ex-chairman to get its top award

74 Justices of the Peace appointed

WATCH THE VIDEO

RESEARCHER’S DEATH

Parents
want US
Congress
probe
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