
By MELISSA LIN

A THIEF stole mail belonging to resi-
dents at six blocks of flats in Wood-
lands after a postwoman left a SingPost
trolley unattended while using a rest-
room.

The theft took place at Block 734,
Woodlands Circle last Thursday.

A SingPost spokesman said the post-
woman did not take the postal items to
the restroom three blocks away as it
was raining heavily and she did not
want them to get wet.

She tried to conceal the trolley with
pieces of wood.

The postwoman discovered the
trolley missing at 4.30pm and made a
police report after conducting a
search.

The SingPost spokesman said yester-
day that it was “working closely” with
the police and has notified affected resi-
dents.

It will also take disciplinary action
against the postwoman, an employee of
17 years, for breaching “an established
standard operating procedure” which
forbids postal staff to leave mail unat-
tended.

Ordinary mail is not tracked by Sing-
Post so it cannot tell what items had
been taken.

Residents told The Straits Times
that they received a SingPost letter
about the incident on Monday.

Housewife Maria Ratnam, 59, said
she was concerned that some “impor-
tant” letters may have been lost as a re-
sult.

“My husband is waiting for a court
letter regarding a motorcycle accident
he had,” she added.

Neighbour Lau S.E., a 45-year-old
teacher, said: “I don’t even know what
letters I missed. I may be charged with
late payment for some bills I didn’t
even know I had.”

SingPost said it was the first time a
mail trolley had been stolen although
mail had been left unattended in the
past.

The Straits Times reported in June
that a bundle of letters had been left un-
attended at a void deck in Toa Payoh
with a note attached telling residents
not to touch it and that a postman
would return for it later.

SingPost said then that the postman
had a heavy workload that day due to
the haze.

As his storage box was full, he did
not take all the mail with him to the
next block. Disciplinary action was tak-
en.
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By SANDRA DAVIE
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CHILDCARE centre operator
NTUC First Campus and local phil-
anthropic organisation Lien Foun-
dation are teaming up to open two
“model” centres in Serangoon and
Jurong to explore new ways of
teaching pre-schoolers.

The organisations, which also
want to start a campaign to raise
the status of pre-school teachers,
hope to set the standard in facility
design and early education.

“We are not satisfied with the
status quo and will push the
boundaries to bring early child-
hood education to greater heights,
to benefit families in Singapore,”
said Mr Chan Tee Seng who heads
NTUC First Campus, which runs
119 childcare centres.

He referred to last year’s Start-
ing Well report commissioned by

the Lien Foundation which
showed that Singapore was lag-
ging behind many developed coun-
tries in the pre-school sector.

Lien Foundation chief execu-
tive Lee Poh Wah, whose charity
is pledging $5 million to the two
centres, added: “We wish to spur
the development of more well-
designed pre-schools which not
only optimise resources but also
become inspiring places of learn-
ing for children, teachers and par-
ents.”

My First Skool@Braddell
Heights Community Hub in Seran-
goon will take in 200 children
aged two months to six years
when it opens in December.

It will feature rooms designed
for specialised play and music les-
sons, plus a courtyard for art and
water play. Fees are set at $630 a
month but with subsidies, chil-
dren from low-income families

will pay as little as $3.
The other centre in Jurong,

which will begin operating by
next April, will be the second
branch of The Caterpillar’s Cove,
a childcare centre which NTUC
First Campus runs in Ngee Ann
Polytechnic.

As this centre will receive no
funding under the Government’s
Anchor Operator Scheme, fees
will be $1,352. But 15 per cent of
places will be set aside for chil-
dren from lower-income families,
who will receive grants from the
Lien Foundation.

Teachers at the Jurong centre,
which will cater to 130 children,
including 12 infants between the
ages of two months and 11/2 years,
will have at least a degree in early
childhood education.

It will be located next to
NTUC’s Seed Institute, which
trains pre-school teachers. That
will allow it to serve as a living
classroom where trainee-teachers
can be attached.

The centre will let academic
staff from the Seed Institute
study infant care – an area in

which research is lacking – as
well as how children from low-in-
come families can be levelled up
through pre-school education.

The Ministry of Education
(MOE) announced in March that it
is opening five kindergartens next
year to distil best practices in
childhood education and spur im-
provements in pre-schools here.

But there has been a muted re-
sponse from parents to these new
pre-schools, which open next
year and cost Singaporeans $150 a
month, partly because of their lo-
cation in mature estates and a
lack of childcare services.

Mr Lee said MOE should con-
sider offering childcare services at
its kindergartens. Mr Chan added

that the locations of the two pri-
vate centres were chosen careful-
ly to ensure that there will be de-
mand.

Registration for the My First
Skool centre will open by the end
of next month but parents can go
onto the My Skool website to indi-
cate their interest.

sandra@sph.com.sg

One of the two centres to be opened will be in Jurong – it will be the second branch of The Caterpillar’s Cove (above), a
childcare centre which NTUC First Campus runs in Ngee Ann Polytechnic. ST PHOTO: JAMIE KOH
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