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Tenders to install lifts at 
17 overhead bridges: LTA

THE Land Transport Authority (LTA) 
has called tenders to install lifts at 17 
existing pedestrian overhead bridg-
es in areas such as Boon Lay Way and 
Serangoon Central.

In January, Transport Minister 
Lui Tuck Yew announced that the 

LTA will install lifts at 40 overhead bridges island-
wide. The 17 are the first batch to be retrofitted.

In a statement, the LTA said the installation of 
lifts “is part of efforts to further enhance accessibil-
ity to our transport infrastructure, especially for the 
less mobile”.

Construction will begin early next year and will 
be progressively completed from 2016.

Model childcare centre to 
open by the end of this year

PHILANTHROPIC organisation Lien 
Foundation and childcare centre op-
erator NTUC First Campus are open-
ing a model childcare centre by the 
end of this year. 

The centre, called My First 
Skool@Braddell Heights Commu-

nity Hub, will take in about 200 children.
It aims to set the standard for design, curriculum 

and delivery of programmes for future pre-schools.
The two partner organisations will also be set-

ting up another childcare centre in Jurong by April 
next year. 

It will be a branch of The Caterpillar’s Cove, 
which is run by Ngee Ann Polytechnic.

Syria ‘agrees’ to Russian plan 
to hand over chemical arms

SYRIA yesterday said it had accepted 
a Russian proposal to hand over its 
chemical weapons to avert military 
strikes.

But France kept up the pressure 
with a UN resolution threatening 
force if the regime failed to comply.

The surprise initiative from President Bashar al-
Assad’s key ally has been welcomed around the 
world, albeit cautiously in some quarters, including 
by US President Barack Obama who said it could 
“potentially be a significant breakthrough”.

Only the Syrian rebels opposed the Russian idea, 
describing it as a political manoeuvre that would 
waste time and cause more deaths. – AFP.

Studies on 3rd bridge linking 
M’sia, S’pore being conducted

A THIRD bridge linking Malaysia 
and Singapore to further improve 
connectivity and accessibility be-
tween the two countries is being 
considered.

Malaysian Works Minister Fadil-
lah Yusof said feasibility studies on 

the project are being conducted, The Star reported.
The studies, among other things, are looking into 

safety and security aspects, bridge design, and con-
struction cost for the project that will involve both 
governments.

Johor Public Works executive councillor Hasni 
Mohamad said Pengerang has been identified as a 
potential site for the bridge.

Taiwan confirms fresh 
rabies case in dog

TAIWANESE health authorities re-
newed a call for owners to inoculate 
their pets after confirming a case of 
rabies in a dog, as the island strug-
gles with its first outbreak of the dis-
ease in decades.

The 45-day-old puppy developed 
symptoms of rabies on Friday after it was attacked 
by a ferret-badger in Haituan, a remote township in 
south-eastern Taitung county. 

A total of 124 ferret-badgers and a shrew were 
found to have carried the disease since May last 
year, the first outbreak since 1959.

Taiwan is now listed as a rabies-affected area by 
the World Organisation for Animal Health. – AFP.

Andes ‘miracle’ survivor
faces child sex charges

A 58-YEAR-OLD Uruguayan man 
who vanished in the freezing Andes 
mountain range for four months 
turned from valiant survivor to 
crime suspect after authorities re-
vealed he was fleeing paedophilia 
charges.

Raul Gomez Cincunegui, dehydrated and weigh-
ing just over 40kg, was found by chance on Sunday. 

He is accused of sexually abusing an eight-year-
old boy in Santiago, Chile.

Prosecutors first accused him on April 22, bar-
ring him from going near the alleged victim or leav-
ing Chile. An arrest warrant was issued on July 17 
after he missed a court hearing. – AFP. 

fATAL cRASh: A 64-year-old mechanic on his way to work died 
after his bike was involved in a collision with a tipper truck near the 
junction of Pioneer Road and Shipyard Road on Monday afternoon, 
reported Shin Min Daily News. Police have arrested the driver and 
are investigating the case.
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THE Government is pay-
ing more attention to 
smaller companies that 

are trying to grow, but they 
will have to move out of their 
comfort zone.

That was the message from 
Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong 
at the 30th anniversary dinner of 
IE Singapore yesterday. He said 
Singapore companies must be 
ready to move into new areas and 
explore unfamiliar markets.

“The global economy is dy-
namic; there are new emerging 
economies. And you are not only 
talking about Asia, you are also talking about Latin 
America, you are talking about some parts of Afri-
ca,” Channel NewsAsia quoted him as saying.

“Africa is a dynamic and diverse continent. We 

need to understand those places 
enough to know where to go in 
and where to try. There will be 
risks because that is where the 
returns are, but you need to know 
which risks to take.”

In his opening address, IE Sin-
gapore chairman Sunny Verghese 
highlighted the agency’s focus on 
maintaining Singapore as a com-
petitive trade hub and helping lo-
cal companies become globally 
competitive.

PM Lee begins an official visit 
to Vietnam today, during which 
he will co-officiate at the ground-

breaking ceremony of the fifth Vietnam-Singapore 
Industrial Park in Quang Ngai province. He will also 
hold talks with Vietnamese Prime Minister Nguyen 
Tan Dung and other top leaders.

Move out of 
your comfort zone

PM TO LOcAL fIRMS
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‘GO GLOBAL’: Prime 
Minister Lee Hsien Loong at the IE 
Singapore anniversary event.

AN INDIAN court convicted four men yesterday of 
the gang rape and “cold-blooded” murder of a stu-
dent on a New Delhi bus. The crime sickened the 
nation and led to new laws to tackle endemic sex 
crime.

Judge Yogesh Khanna said the men, who could 
now face the death penalty, were guilty of murder-
ing a “helpless victim” last December. He also said 
that arguments for sentencing of the four would be 
held today.

“I convict all of the accused,” Judge Khanna told 
a packed court room. “They have been found guilty 
of gang rape, unnatural offences, destruction of evi-
dence ... and for committing the murder of the help-
less victim.”

The four – Mukesh Singh, Akshay Thakur, Pawan 
Gupta and Vinay Sharma, aged between 19 and 29 
at the time of the crime – had all pleaded not guilty 

to the charges. 
The men, whose faces were shown by the media 

for the first time yesterday, were economic migrants 
living in or around a south Delhi slum who were 
drawn to the city to escape grinding rural poverty.

The victim’s parents, who wept in court as the 
verdict was announced, have led the calls for them 
to be hanged, saying that they would find closure 
only if the four are executed.

Their 23-year-old daughter, who cannot be 
named for legal reasons, died of grievous internal 
injuries on Dec 29 in Mount Elizabeth Hospital here.

She had been raped on Dec 16 while on a private 
bus after going to the cinema with a male friend. 

Amid emotional and unruly scenes outside the 
courtroom yesterday, lawyers for three of the con-
victs said they would appeal the verdict while the 
fourth was considering his options. –  AFP.

four found guilty of India 
bus gang rape, face death
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REGIONAL 
WEAThER  
■ KL: Thunderstorms 
High 33˚, Low 24˚ 
■ Jakarta: Thunderstorms
High 32˚, Low 25˚
■ Bangkok: Sunny
High 37˚, Low 26˚
■ Manila: Thunderstorms
High 33˚, Low 24˚

PEARLS BEfORE SWINE sTEPhan PasTIs

GIGANTIc: A 336kg male alligator, caught on Sunday morning in a 
backwater area of the Mississippi River near Port Gibson, in the US 
state of Mississippi, smashed the state record for heaviest alligator. The 
team of gator hunters are (from left) Mr Jimmy Greer, Mr Dalco Turner, 
Ms Jennifer Ratcliff and Mr John Ratcliff. 
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$500
DA ILY  BONUS  DRAW P R IZ E

C H A L L E N G E
B O N U S

From now until Oct 3, stand to win $500 daily. If the serial 
number of your Bonus Challenge card matches the day’s 
winning number, take the card to the collection centre at 
Level 2 of the *Scape mall atrium to collect your prize. 
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