
Boost for schools

FIFTEEN government-run
kindergartens will open from
next year in Housing Board
estates.

Also coming up are literacy
and numeracy programmes for
primary and secondary school

children who lag behind their
peers.

‘Good Citizen’ textbooks

AN UPDATED version of the
“Good Citizen” series of
textbooks will be part of the
curriculum for character

education next year.
The textbooks, popular in

the 1980s, were replaced in
1994.

Exam stress, social mobility

THE ongoing national
conversation has thrown up
two key issues for its chairman,
Education Minister Heng Swee
Keat.

These are the stress levels
from Singaporeans’
single-minded focus on
examinations and grades, and
social mobility and inclusion in
schools.

COE system under review

A REVIEW of the COE system
is underway. While big changes
are unlikely in the immediate
future, Transport Minister Lui
Tuck Yew hints at the issues

being explored.

Buses: More competition?

SOME bus routes run by SMRT
and SBS Transit may be freed up
for competition, even before the
bus operators’ licences expire in
2016.

Panel to look at road safety

THE Government has convened
an inter-agency panel to look at
road safety in the wake of some
high-profile deaths.

Its members are from the
Land Transport Authority,
Traffic Police and Education
Ministry.

More cycling infrastructure

ANOTHER 90km of cycling
paths will be built, bringing the

off-road network to 210km by
2020. These will pass through
16 HDB towns.

The LTA is also studying the
possibility of building cycling
paths at major industrial estates
for workers to use.

Leave no one behind

TOWARDS the tail end of the
proceedings, the debate turned
to the spending of the Ministry
of Social and Family
Development.

Several MPs rose to
champion the poor and disabled,
saying they may have fallen
through the cracks of the
system.

The debate continues today,
and will include the budgets of
the Manpower Ministry and
Ministry of Culture, Community
and Youth.

THE BUDGET IN

The COE scheme for cars, introduction of
government-run kindergartens and the
plight of the poor and disabled were among the
issues discussed yesterday in the House.
Budgets for the Transport and Education
ministries were approved.2

MS DAISY Wong, a firm
believer that young children
learn best through play, hopes
to snag a spot for her daughter
in a Ministry of Education-run
kindergarten once it starts
operating next year.

She is optimistic that the
facilities will encourage
children to learn through
activities, rather than go the
way of some pre-schools now,
which dish out numerous
worksheets.

Most pre-schools today are
too stressful, she said, as
children are often made to
learn more than the basic
syllabus set out by MOE.

Though the ministry
requires pupils to be able to
count from one to 10 when
they enter Primary One, she
said many pre-schools are
teaching numbers up to 30, and
some even 100.

“Even my own daughter has
learnt up to 15 now,” said Ms
Wong, who teaches in a
church-based pre-school
herself.

Her four-year-old daughter
Renee goes to another
church-based kindergarten
now.

Ms Wong also hopes the
MOE kindergartens will give
priority to children from lower-

to middle-income families, as
they may not have easy access
to quality pre-schools.

“Singaporean parents are so
‘kiasu’, I think many of them
will flock to the MOE
pre-schools,” the 33-year-old
said.

“But MOE should think
about who should receive
priority to enter these schools.”

She and her technician
husband make about $1,800 a
month each.

The family of three do not
own their own place, and live
in Ms Wong’s parents’ 4-room
HDB flat in Bukit Panjang.

And while she thinks siting
pre-schools within primary
schools may be helpful for
children in K2, she is worried
that it may create unnecessary
pressure on K1 pupils.

“It may be too early to
expose them to a big school
environment,” she said.
PEARL LEE

On the agenda

By SANDRA DAVIE
SENIOR EDUCATION CORRESPONDENT

THE diverse range of kindergar-
tens here has served parents well
and the new government-run kin-
dergartens will share best practic-
es and help raise standards across
the sector, said Education Minis-
ter Heng Swee Keat yesterday.

This was his re-
sponse to calls
from MPs that the
pre-school sector
be nationalised,
as he laid out the
massive undertak-
ing before his min-
istry in venturing
into the pre-school sector.

“As it is, the ministry has
heavy responsibilities, and an
expansion into providing afforda-
ble, quality kindergartens in the
heartlands is a significant under-
taking,” he said.

He added that the Ministry of
Education will go beyond the 15
centres planned only if there is
strong public support, and they
are shown to create “significant
value” for parents and children.

While he spelt out in broad
strokes the set-up of the kinder-
gartens – that they will be in the
HDB heartland which are the
“catchment areas” for children
from disadvantaged homes – the
exact location of the first five cen-
tres and the admission procedures
will be known in two weeks.

But even as the announcement
was welcomed,
welfare organisa-
tions and child-
hood education
experts concerned
about the widen-
ing educational
gap between chil-
dren from differ-

ent socio-economic backgrounds
called on the MOE to give priority
to children from lower-income
families. Several of them already
predict a scramble for places by
parents, as these kindergartens
will be seen to be of high quality.

Pre-school operator Denise
Lai, 42, who is enrolled in the
National Institute of Education’s
doctorate in education pro-
gramme, said there is likely to be
a “rush for places”.

“Even if priority is given to
those living nearby, the slightly
more well-off parents, even if
they can afford private kindergar-
tens, will want to place their kids
at these centres as they may think
that these centres will be of high
quality, have more resources and
better prepare them for Primary 1.

“Where does that leave your
kids from the poor families? Their
parents, who are too busy making
ends meet, are unlikely to have
even heard of these centres.”

But she stressed that only a cer-
tain percentage of places should
be reserved for children from poor-
er homes.

“At the end of the day it is
good to have a healthy mix.”

Mr Lee Poh Wah, chief execu-
tive of local philanthropic group
the Lien Foundation, agreed that
there is a need to reserve places
for children who come from disad-
vantaged homes. He suggested
that up to 20 per cent of the plac-
es be given to children from the
lower socio-economic back-
ground.

“If we really want an education
system that fosters social mobili-
ty, I think there should be a con-
certed effort to search and place
children from low-income fami-
lies in these centres as they will be
the ones who will benefit most
from a quality programme.”

Lien Foundation recently
launched a project to provide
high-quality pre-schooling to chil-
dren from disadvantaged families
attending two childcare centres
run by welfare organisation Care
Corner.

Early childhood expert Khoo
Kim Choo suggested that these
centres go big on parental educa-
tion.

“Parental involvement is key.
They can support their children’s
learning at home through simple
ways such as reading a book aloud
to them or playing simple number
games.

“Teachers can show them how
this can be done.”

Singapore Children’s Society
executive director Alfred Tan
liked the idea of siting some of the
kindergartens at the primary
schools, as there will be better
integration.

He suggested that the primary
school teachers work closely with
the pre-school teachers.

“And by the end of it, when the
pupils are in K2, the primary
school teachers can have a sense
of how well-prepared these kids
are for Primary 1,” he said.

sandra@sph.com.sg

MINUTES

By PEARL LEE

A SUPPORT programme for pu-
pils with dyslexia will be extended
to 22 more primary schools, fol-
lowing encouraging results from a
trial run.

About 340 Primary 3 pupils
will benefit from the expansion.

The school-based reading pro-
gramme, introduced in 20
schools, starts at Primary 3 and
aims to help pupils overcome their
difficulties in reading by the end
of Primary 4.

“Beyond Primary 4, their learn-

ing will be monitored and continu-
ing support will be provided by
their teachers and the allied educa-
tors to those who need it,” said
Senior Parliamentary Secretary
for Education Sim Ann yesterday.

Dyslexia is a mild learning disor-
der and those who have it struggle
with reading, spelling and compre-
hension.

They form the largest group of
children with special education
(Sped) needs, Ms Sim added.

But they have a very good
chance of overcoming their litera-
cy difficulties if appropriate inter-

vention occurs early.
One success story is Bukit Pan-

jang Primary pupil Boong Guan
Ming, who can now read story
books on his own after spending
slightly more than a year on the
programme. Allied educator Siti
Fadhilah Atkha, 25, taught him to
read by breaking down words into
vowels and consonant sounds.

Meanwhile, the Education Min-
istry is helping Sped schools and
students in other ways.

A programme that gives guid-
ance to parents of Sped children
will be expanded to all primary

schools by year end, after being pi-
loted in 14 primary schools.

All Sped schools will also re-
ceive $2,500 in seed funding to set
up parent support groups.

Ms Sim said when these stu-
dents move on to polytechnics or
the Institute of Technical Educa-
tion, their secondary schools can
share their diagnosis and support
details with these institutions.

This will allow tertiary institu-
tions to “provide necessary sup-
port for students... from the point
of admission”, she added.

leepearl@sph.com.sg

By AMELIA TENG

NEXT year, the Education Minis-
try will pilot a programme to help
Institute of Technical Education
(ITE) students who are weak in lit-
eracy and numeracy skills.

A student in a Nitec pro-
gramme usually spends two years
in the course: the first on founda-
tion training and the second on
career core modules.

However, those selected for
the new Extended Nitec Founda-
tion Programme will spend two
years on foundation training.

The programme targets Nor-
mal (Technical) students with
fewer than two N-level subject
passes and who may find it hard
to complete the Nitec courses at
ITE. Currently, more than half of
those with fewer than two N-lev-
el passes do not complete the ITE
courses successfully.

For a start, the programme
will take in 180 students.

It is also be open to candidates
from NorthLight School and As-
sumption Pathway School, which
are for students who did not pass

the Primary School Leaving Exam-
ination (PSLE).

Senior Minister of State for Ed-
ucation and Law Indranee Rajah,
announced the initiative in Parlia-
ment yesterday.

Rising economic expectations
and the shift in emphasis to more
highly skilled manpower have re-
sulted in a more demanding tech-
nical curriculum at ITE, said Ms
Indranee.

As a result, some students
may find it hard to complete their
Nitec courses within two years.

After the first two years of the
extended programme, students
will be awarded a Nitec Founda-
tion Certification. It will be use-
ful to those who are unable to fin-
ish their final year as they can use
it to find a job first and perhaps
continue studying in the future.

Said Ms Indranee: “We are
striving hard to give each student
the right kind of support at every
step of the way to bring out the
best in them depending on his or
her aptitude, ability and speed of
learning.”

ateng@sph.com.sg

THE

Budget
AND MY

preschool

Ms Daisy Wong
Pre-school teacher

Support programme for dyslexic pupils widened

FY2013 BUDGET

$11.64 billion
(up 10.5%)

Extended ITE programme
to help weaker students

THE SENSE OF A BEGINNING

In (a neighbourhood) school where students come
either with no book or a book without a cover, and
can barely read two pages because they can’t sit
still, literature has given them the opportunity to
discuss the issues they face in their own lives,

which no other lesson in school gives
legitimate time to discuss.

– Nominated MP Janice Koh, sharing a story by a
literature teacher, in a speech making a case for
the subject which has seen dwindling enrolment

Ms Wong, 33, with daughter Renee Lim, four, hopes MOE kindergartens will
give priority to lower- and middle-income families. ST PHOTO: LAU FOOK KONG

Bukit Panjang Primary pupil Boong Guan Ming, 10, reading aloud in class, something he can now do after being on a support
programme for pupils with dyslexia. ST PHOTO: KUA CHEE SIONG

Calls for kids from lower-income
homes to get admission priority

 

MINISTRY OF EDUCATION

Govt kindergartens
can expand, if widely
supported: Heng
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