
THE article (“Poorer kids don’t lag
behind, new study finds”; April 5) gives
the false impression that poorer
children are doing all right in school.

While preliminary findings of a study
show that pre-school children, rich or
poor, are on level terms when it comes
to reading, mathematical ability and
working memory, the study also points
out that poorer children are worse at
spoken English.

Early childhood expert Khoo Kim
Choo was quoted as saying that children
who cannot express themselves well will
be at a disadvantage when they cannot
participate in class and find it difficult
to answer questions verbally.

Beyond pre-school, basic reading,
mathematical and working memory
skills will no longer suffice as children
need to acquire higher-order cognitive
skills to do well.

So it is reasonable to conclude that
poorer children do lag behind.

In the article (“ ‘Starting and ending
well’ ”; Jan 11), Lien Foundation chief
executive Lee Poh Wah said: “It is
becoming very obvious that family
income is a strong predictor of
academic achievement, which is a
strong predictor of adult earning
abilities in the future.”

He added that this is creating an

economically polarised society where
“income inequality has led to inequality
of opportunity”.

The Government’s recent focus on
pre-school education is a good move,
but it must look at not only reading
skills but also literacy skills, so poorer
children can be comfortable with
English as the medium to access further
knowledge and critical thinking skills.

Early intervention is critical. Trying
to close the gap gets harder as the
school curriculum gets tougher in later
years.

The Public Service Commission
(PSC) scholarship is a case in point.

In 2008, Spring Singapore chairman
Philip Yeo suggested that poorer
students should be given preference for
scholarships, all things being equal
(“ ‘Closet socialist’ Philip Yeo favours
poorer students”; July 24, 2008).

Figures disclosed then showed that a
majority of PSC scholarship recipients
lived in private housing.

Perhaps we should consider offering
scholarships to deserving children of
pre-school age who are disadvantaged.
This would give them access to the
language and literacy skills they need to
put them on a more level playing field
at a time when it really matters.

Mr Lee hit the nail on the head when
he said “there is a cost to society if you
don’t intervene early enough”.
David Chin Kah Hin
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Intervene early to help poorer kids

THE Singapore Exchange (SGX) should
improve the present short-selling
reporting system and make it less
cumbersome and more relevant. Simply
aggregating short sales produces reports
that are of limited use.

Another equally important and
pertinent issue is the manual effort
needed to collect the raw data to
produce these reports.

There is no need to require online
traders and remisiers to manually mark
each sell order as “normal sell” or
“short sell”.

With advances in technology, the
trading system can be tweaked to do
this automatically.

Also, if clients’ Central Depository
accounts can be linked directly to their
trading accounts, any selling of stocks
that clients do not have can be

automatically tagged as “short” by the
system.

Since there are very few short-sell
trades compared to normal-sell trades,
another solution would be to manually
transmit a report at the end of the
trading day to the SGX.

Better still, require only a short sell
that is above a certain threshold volume
to be reported. A small short-sell
volume of a certain counter has no
practical informational value.

Anyway, the current reports show
only a daily total.

For these reports to be of any use,
any changes to these short positions
must be cumulatively compiled as and
when these positions are ultimately
squared off or amendments made, in
the case of mis-markings.
Vincent Khoo

WHILE it is heartening to learn that
poor spoken-English skills among
pre-schoolers from lower-income
families do not have an adverse effect
on other abilities, such as reading and
learning mathematics, it is crucial to
help these children shore up their
English skills quickly (“Help poorer kids
hone language skills”; last Saturday).

As a long-time volunteer at a
neighbourhood literacy programme, I
have worked with many children from
low-income, non-English-speaking
families.

I agree that it is vital to have
community outreach programmes,
invest in teacher training, and offer a
learning environment where standard
English is spoken exclusively or
dominantly.

These need to continue beyond
kindergarten – and community
volunteers can be key contributors to
these efforts.

I have come across many children
from low-income families who have
great maths skills. But because maths,
even at the lower primary level, requires
a fairly strong grasp of the English
language, these children do badly and
become discouraged.

This carries through to other subjects
as well.

One student, who made it to a top
secondary school, came to us needing
help with physics. We discovered that
she was not aware that “reflection” and
“refraction” were two different words,
let alone two different concepts. Nor
did she understand tenses or

subject-verb agreement. That, in turn,
had a knock-on effect on her
comprehension of course material and
her ability to communicate clearly.

Many volunteer-driven English
programmes across the country can
shore up efforts made in schools. Sadly,
there is very little coordination or
exchange of information between the
different programmes. And while we
work to make the programmes fun and
effective, we are not trained educators.

With new pedagogical methods
making their way into schools, perhaps
it is a good time to have coordinated
training schemes and best-practice
exchanges between different literacy
programmes, so that volunteers, too,
can make more impactful contributions.
Geraldine Kan (Ms)

MR CALVIN Cheng’s arguments
against reviving plans for the Changi
Motorsports Hub lack an
understanding of the background of
the initiative (“Don’t revive plans for
motor sports hub”; last Saturday).

The site is located next to the
airport runway, so residential and
commercial developments cannot be
built there.

Sports and social facilities that
cater for the mass market are also
not viable in this inconvenient
location.

The Government did the right thing
by killing many birds with one stone –
monetising an empty plot by offering
it for sale on a short 30-year lease;
boosting tourism by making Singapore
a motor sports destination with this

track that is supposed to host regional
races, complementing the Formula 1
race; and providing an opportunity for
the development of motor sports to be
another avenue for job creation.

Mr Cheng assumes that the hub is
only for rich people who race cars for
pleasure.

His arguments against the hub,
using land scarcity and the need to
house a bigger population as reasons,
are flawed.

If the project is awarded on its
merits, and brings economic and
holistic benefits to Singapore, then the
country is set to continue on its
journey to make itself an enviable
place to live, and not a place where
envy lives.
Augustine Cheah
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Are Western values to blame for
supposedly bringing decadent
values here? Or is there much we
can learn from the West?

The decadent values here... are
what we see on TV like MTV, the
Kardashians, reality shows, which
try to shock and capture the
audience’s attention with
over-the-top behaviour. Children
are like sponges; they absorb
everything, good and bad. It’s
not representative of Western
culture. It’s like Western
people watching PCK (Phua Chu
Kang) and saying that is how
Singapore is. Not really true, is it?

– Joseph Wong Meng Choi

I have lived in Australia for four
years. As far as littering is
concerned, I categorically disagree
it is a bad habit from the West.
Many public places, including
camping sites, parks and barbecue
areas, have absolutely no waste
bins... and nearly everywhere is
spotless.... East or West, there are
good and bad points from each
culture. To squarely blame the
other side of the fence for any
societal wrongdoing is simply an
act of self denial.

– Ema YF

Should we put the brakes on plans
to revive the Changi Motorsports
Hub project?

I’m a motor sports fan and I like
driving my car. But as much as I’d
like to see a track of our own, I
have to agree with the writer. It’s
really no point... We don’t have a
motor sports culture, and the
authorities (and many
close-minded Singaporeans) have
never been supportive, or even
tolerant, of it.

For all your tracking needs, go
to Pasir Gudang and the future
motor sports city at the Iskandar
region.

– Kelvin K Lee

It’s not as if that area of land
will be used for high-rise
housing, considering it’s near the
airport.

– Sean Padman Israfil McMenamin

Improve short-selling reporting process

Volunteers can play key role

Motor sports hub should get green light
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Beautiful& Sensual

A beautiful night for you and your girlfriends with Kiss92 DJs Maddy, Jason & Arnold!
Enjoy a rooftop dinner at Orgo and a mesmerizing visual performance from award-winning French

choreographer Philippe Decoufle's Octopus. Tune in to Kiss92 for your Girls' Night Out!

Partners:

D I N N E R AT O R G O , O C TO P U S P E R FO R M A N C E AT ES P LA N A D E

A22 FFOORRUUMM T U E S D A Y , A P R I L 1 6 , 2 0 1 3

Source: The Straits Times © Singapore Press Holdings Limited. Reproduced with permission.

chongchj
Rectangle

chongchj
Rectangle

chongchj
Rectangle




