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H
OME buyers snapped up
1,943 new private homes
last month – 42 per cent

more than the 1,371 sold in June,
when the school holiday period
slowed buying momentum.

Including executive condomini-
ums, July’s total went up to to 2,067
units, reported The Straits Times.

Suburban homes again pow-
ered the new sale market, making
up 78 per cent of all purchases.

July’s top-selling projects in-
clude Parc Centros in Punggol,
which sold 492 units at a median price of $924 per sq ft
(psf), and Parc Olympia in the Upper Changi area
which sold 204 units at $874 psf.

Sales rose across the board in July, with the core
central region seeing the steepest increase, with 253
units of new homes sold in the central area, up by

79 per cent on-month, reported
Channel NewsAsia.

Analysts say this is driven by the
narrowing gap between prices of
city homes and mass market
projects.

Real-estate company HSR’s spe-
cial advisor Donald Han told CNA:
“Smart money is beginning to slow-
ly trickle back to the core central
region area, which is where some
developers are taking the opportuni-
ty to start launching projects.

“Primarily, we are looking at
projects ranging from $2,000 psf and beyond, and that
is starting to bite.”

Added Propnex’s chief executive officer Mohamed
Ismail: “When one compares with the mass market
near the MRT, which is going at $1,300 to $1,400 psf, a
core central region at $2,000 psf is an irresistible offer.”

THE Manpower Ministry (MOM) is stepping
up inspections of construction sites.

The number of inspections, which are
conducted randomly and without warning,
will go up by about 50 per cent over the

coming weeks, said the ministry in a

statement yesterday.
The increases come amid recent

high-profile worksite accidents, including the
scaffolding collapse at the Bugis Downtown
Line construction site, and the collapse of a

multi-storey carpark at the former UIC

building during demolition work.
MOM’s Occupational Safety and Health

Inspectorate conducts spot checks at roughly
3,000 construction sites every year. There are
about 4,000 sites here now.

These inspections will focus on three main

areas of concern on worksites, namely
demolition, formwork and working at
heights.

In the first half of this year, the
construction sector saw nine workplace
deaths, a rate of 2.2 deaths per 100,000
employed persons, compared to 12 fatalities,
a rate of 3.2 deaths per 100,000 employed
persons, last year.

TEENAGER Adil Hakeem Mohamad
Rafee is Singapore’s second Malay
President’s Scholar in more than 40
years.

The 19-year-old, who studied at
Raffles Institution (RI), was awarded

the country’s most prestigious scholarship yesterday.
The first was Mr Ismail Ibrahim, who received the
award in 1968.

This year’s other recipients are Mr Moses Soh and
Mr Jarret Huang from RI, Miss Alicia Tee of Hwa Chong
Institution and Mr Shaun Lim from Anglo-Chinese
School (Independent).

They received their awards at the Istana from Presi-
dent Tony Tan Keng Yam.

A DENTIST has been suspended for
six months for causing “irreversible
damage” to a patient’s teeth.

Dr Lee Wai Han from The Smile
Cliniques at Bukit Timah Plaza was
found guilty of three charges by the

Singapore Dental Council, the profession’s watchdog.
The first two involved Dr Lee’s inappropriate treat-

ment of the patient while the third charge was for
failing to refer the patient to a specialist when complica-
tions cropped up.

The dentist had tried to close two extraction spaces
on the patient’s lower jaw and had placed 18 veneers on
the patient’s upper and lower teeth. Her six-month
suspension started on Monday. – Judith Tan

RETAIL sales, adjusted for seasonal
differences, fell by 0.4 per cent in June
as compared with May.

Excluding motor vehicles, sales
went up 1.9 per cent.

Retailers of motor vehicles record-
ed an 8.2-per cent drop in receipts month-on-month,
The Straits Times reported yesterday.

Compared with a year ago, retail sales decreased by
0.9 per cent. But if motor vehicles are excluded, sales
increased by 2.3 per cent.

Sales of food and beverage services in June in-
creased by 2.8 per cent.

THE Housing Board has won the Glo-
bal Superior Achievement Award
for the Punggol Waterway project,
which was praised for its innovation,
green practices and innovative tech-
nologies.

This is the highest honour bestowed by the Interna-
tional Water Association (IWA) for the most outstand-
ing project in all categories.

At 4.2km long, it is Singapore’s longest man-made
waterway and it functions not just as a pipeline connect-
ing two reservoirs but also as a recreational green space
for the local community, with features such as a land-
scaped promenade, footbridges and cycling and jog-
ging paths.

This is the first time that an Asian country has
clinched this award. The IWA Project Innovation Award
was established in 2006 to recognise excellence and
innovation in water engineering projects globally.

PARENTS here are calling for greater
government support to improve
pre-school education, according to a
recent survey.

Bigger government subsidies and
the regulation of pre-school fees were

among the top wishes of nearly 1,400 parents in an
online survey by the Lien Foundation.

The philanthropic outfit had in June released a glo-
bal study that ranked Singapore 29th out of 45 coun-
tries in standards of early childhood education.

Another hot topic emerging in the online survey was
a call to raise the qualifications, pay and status of
pre-school teachers.

While 73 per cent of parents were satisfied with the
pre-school education their children are receiving, the
same proportion had mixed feelings or were dissatis-
fied with the accessibility, affordability and quality of
the pre-school sector.

A MAN who was sentenced to hang
for killing his girlfriend in Ang Mo Kio
four years ago, escaped the gallows
after the Court of Appeal yesterday set
aside his murder conviction.

Pathip Selvan Sugumaran, who
was 22 when he stabbed to death Miss Jeevitha Panip-
pan, 18, in July 2008, was instead found guilty of a lesser
charge of culpable homicide not amounting to murder,
reported The Straits Times.

Pathip had said in defence that he had been pro-
voked by Miss Jeevitha, who had taunted him by saying
that her new beau was better in bed.

He claimed he lost self-control and that his mind
was “blank” during the stabbing.

The appeal court will hear submissions on Pathip’s
sentence next Wednesday. The punishment for culpa-
ble homicide is life imprisonment, or up to 20 years’ jail
and caning or a fine.
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WOOFERS? The Immigration & Checkpoints Authority (ICA) yesterday
released information on how, aside from contraband cigarettes, animals
were also being smuggled into Singapore. These puppies were among
16 hidden within a car’s concealed speaker compartment. The ICA
found them during checks at Woodlands Checkpoint last year.
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