
PRESIDENT Tony Tan Keng Yam
was presented with a $300,000
cheque for the President’s Chal-
lenge on Monday at an event
aimed at fostering trade between
Singapore and the German state
of Baden-Wurttemberg.

The donation was made by
Stuttgart Singapore, a German

firm set up to promote business
links between the countries.

Dr Tan was the guest of hon-
our at the inaugural S-One Expo,
a month-long event that started
on Nov 6 and features cultural
highlights of Stuttgart.

Said Mr Wolfgang Jeglitza, ad-
visory board chairman of Stutt-

gart Singapore: “Over the years,
the President’s Challenge has be-
come a powerful rallying call.

“It has provided a convenient
avenue for everyone to be active
in charitable causes.

“We will be looking for more
such opportunities in future.”
LISABEL TING

By LESLIE KAY LIM

IN TERMS of philanthropy, Singa-
pore is on a par with the global
average – with about 0.6 per cent
of gross domestic product going
to good causes.

It also has an increasingly so-
phisticated donor base, with a
broad range of people involved in
giving, and active donors who go
beyond writing a cheque.

These were among the observa-
tions made by Deputy Prime Min-
ister Tharman Shanmugaratnam
at the opening of the two-day
Credit Suisse Philanthropists Fo-
rum 2012 yesterday at the Raffles
Hotel.

“What’s also important is not
just the scale of giving, but the
quality and nature of giving and
the actual involvement in

programmes,” he said.
“It’s just as important, if not

more important.”
Partnerships between the Gov-

ernment, the private sector and
the community are also impor-
tant ways to tackle social vulnera-
bilities, said Mr Tharman, who is
also Minister for Finance.

Ideally, an active government
together with private philanthro-
py and volunteers for particular
causes would work to address the
“responsibilities we all have to
create strong and inclusive socie-
ties”.

He said that education and san-
itation are at the top of the list of
challenges facing the region.

Both tend to produce a multi-
plier effect of benefits, he added.

The minister also pointed out
successful efforts made by

private organisations.
For instance, Lien Aid, a collab-

oration between Nanyang Techno-
logical University and the Lien
Foundation, has set up floating
toilet treatment facilities in the
Mekong River areas.

Other panellists reiterated the
importance of education in allevi-
ating poverty in the region.

Describing schooling as the ul-
timate equaliser, Asean secre-
tary-general Surin Pitsuwan said:
“Asean divided, by rich and poor,
cannot be a community that we
wish it to be.”

Moderator and Ambassador at
Large Tommy Koh added that Sin-
gapore can play a role in the re-
gion by taking the lead in sharing
education and English proficien-
cy.

The Credit Suisse Philanthro-
pists Forum, which is in its
second year, continues today at
the National University of Singa-
pore.

llim@sph.com.sg

Posing with the cheque are (from left) Stuttgart Singapore advisory board chairman Wolfgang Jeglitza, President Tony Tan
Keng Yam, German Ambassador Angelika Viets and Stuttgart Mayor Wolfgang Schuster. PHOTO: STUTTGART SINGAPORE
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Tharman: 0.6% of GDP goes to good
causes, comparable to global average

S’pore holds its
own in doing good

CALL 8233 5980

✔ Suitable for Kickboxing, Dance Studio, Yoga & Pilates,
Martial Arts, Remote Controlled Sports, Simulator
Sports, Adult and Children Gym, Indoor & Outdoor
Rock Climbing, Bicycle Shop, Motor Sports, Aerobics,
Ancillary Sports Retail Shops and all other sports.

✔ Located near Jurong East MRT Station and Bus Stop.

http://www.facebook.com/ TheSportsArena.sg

200 Pandan Gardens Sports & Retail Space for Lease!

4 Units Left

200-4,227 sqft

Tenants On-Board
Café, Multi-Purpose Sports Court cum Sports

Bonding Events Operator, Golf Club Customization
& Services, Skateboard and Sports Recovery Centre.

with our humour columnist S. M. ONG
as he skewers the week’s news

GET SHARP

 HHOOMMEE B21
 F R I D A Y , N O V E M B E R 1 6 , 2 0 1 2

Source: The Straits Times © Singapore Press Holdings Limited. Reproduced with permission.




