
Minister for Social and Family Development
Chan Chun Sing addressing leaders of 10 major
religions in Singapore before launching a new
magazine by the Inter-Religious Organisation
(IRO) yesterday. The publication, called
Inter-Faith, commemorates the IRO’s 65th
anniversary. Speaking at the event, Mr Chan
said: “For many countries, religion is a source
of tension and conflict. For Singapore, it is a
source of strength and a reason to come
together.” ST PHOTO: DESMOND LIM

By NUR ASYIQIN
MOHAMAD SALLEH

MORE than half of Singaporeans
download music and videos illegal-
ly, even while they condemn pira-
cy as a form of theft.

A survey of 900 people last
year by Singapore-based research
consultancy Sycamore Research
and Marketing showed that 61 per
cent of people here aged 16 to 64
download movies and videos ille-
gally over the Internet. And 17 per
cent do so at least once a week.

This is even though 66 per cent
conceded what they were doing
was stealing.

Over 180 people from the me-
dia and creative industries were
told of the findings yesterday at
an event at GV Grand cinema.

Mr Ang Kwee Tiang, regional
director of the International Feder-
ation of the Phonographic Indus-
try, said the local music recording
industry was in dire straits and
urged responsible online behav-

iour. What was an almost $90 mil-
lion industry in 1997 made just
$20 million in 2012, Mr Ang said.

This despite the availability of
“legal and reasonably priced alter-
natives in Singapore” like Amped,
a streaming service, and Rdio, an
Internet radio service, he added.

He called for quick steps to
make illegal content less available
– a challenge when most illegal
content is easily accessible and
hosted overseas.

Piracy is rampant among youth
in particular, with seven out of 10
between the ages of 16 and 24
downloading illegal content.

Some said piracy has become
such a social norm that they do
not think twice about it.

“Everybody does it and every-
body is used to it, so it doesn’t
feel like a crime,” said a
29-year-old marketing manager,
who visits piracy site The Pirate
Bay to download United States
TV shows at least twice a week.

asyiqins@sph.com.sg

By SANDRA DAVIE
SENIOR EDUCATION CORRESPONDENT

THE six-year-old boy used to be
hyperactive and aggressive and
lagged behind his peers in English
and maths. But he became more
focused and did better in his stud-
ies after an educational therapist
taught him to focus better.

“Now in Primary 1, my son’s
behaviour has improved, he is
able to focus on his studies,” said
his security guard mother, who
took on a new job with more sta-
ble hours to spend more time with
him.

The mother and son are partici-
pants in a scheme that ropes in ed-
ucational therapists, social work-
ers and pre-school teachers to

help disadvantaged children and
their families, and has already
seen results.

The Straits Times was asked
not to reveal identifying details of
the children to avoid stigmatising
them.

Called Circle of Care and pilot-
ed by welfare organisation Care
Corner and philanthropic group
the Lien Foundation, the scheme
has led to big gains in learning for
children after just one year.

Under the scheme, which start-
ed in February last year, 159
pre-school children from two
childcare centres at Leng Kee and
Admiralty received a high-quality
pre-school education, which in-
cluded music and movement class-
es, field trips and literacy and nu-

meracy programmes.
The Leng Kee centre charges

$560 a month for full-day child-
care, but needy families pay just
$3 to $6 a month.

Children who need help in are-
as from learning to health and fi-
nance were identified early by so-
cial workers. They and their fami-
lies were given appropriate help,
often at the centre itself.

For instance, the six-year-old
boy was taught how to focus bet-
ter and given help to develop his
reading and maths skills; his moth-
er learnt effective parenting tech-
niques, including how to coach
her son.

The scheme has had encourag-
ing results. Not only did the chil-
dren go to pre-school more often,
but they also showed big jumps in

reading and numeracy skills.
Children at the Leng Kee cen-

tre used to attend class only five
days a month on average. Now
they attend an average 12 days a
month.

Twenty-four children at the
two centres, who could read only
a few words such as “I” or “me”,
also received educational therapy.
Among other things, they were

taught reading and told stories by
students from Wheelock College,
a pre-school teacher training insti-
tute.

After more than six months,
the children could recognise the
sounds that accompany the letters
of the alphabet, noted early child-
hood expert Khoo Kim Choo, who
designed the curriculum and
trained the teachers.

The centres also ran talks and
workshops for parents and invited
them on field trips. This has made
the parents more involved in their
children’s education.

For a start, they are taking
their children to the centres on
time, at 9am. Previously some
would arrive as late as 4pm.

And before the programme
started at Leng Kee, only one par-
ent turned up to meet her child’s
teacher. Last year, 25 parents at-
tended the meeting.

Mr Lee Poh Wah, chief execu-
tive of the Lien Foundation which
has pledged $1.8 million to run the
programme for four years, said
the results so far have shown that
the pilot scheme, which brings to-
gether various kinds of help for
children, can improve outcomes
for pre-schoolers from disadvan-
taged backgrounds.

But quality pre-school educa-
tion alone is not enough to meet
the needs of children from poor
homes, he said. Other services
such as educational therapy and
counselling should be within easy
reach of these families.

He said: “Young children are
most vulnerable to the harmful ef-
fects of poverty. We need to think
of ways in which we can increase
the odds for these children who
had lost out in the lottery of life.”

sandra@sph.com.sg

By JOANNA SEOW

TWO breast cancer surgeons yes-
terday set out on a motorcycle
journey from Singapore to Swe-
den to raise awareness of the po-
tentially deadly condition.

The pair started their trip,
called The Long Ride, at the Na-
tional University Health System
in Kent Ridge.

Associate professors Philip Iau
and Mikael Hartman, from the Na-
tional University of Singapore
Yong Loo Lin School of Medicine,
will ride through 17 countries, in-
cluding Laos, China and Uz-
bekistan, in the name of breast
cancer research and education.

They will be stopping for semi-
nars at local institutions in seven
cities, starting with Penang on
Sunday.

“We hope to help the region to
come to a tipping point... where it
becomes completely natural to get
your breasts checked,” said Prof
Hartman, a Swede.

A total of $3 million has been
raised through donations and
sponsorships, all of which goes to
the Breast Cancer Research Fund
administered by the university.

Yesterday, the two surgeons
said they were “nervous but excit-
ed”. To support them, the univer-
sity’s surgery department head
Lee Chuen Neng will be a co-driv-
er in the main four-wheel-drive
support vehicle.

Former Singapore Tourism
Board and army chief Lim Neo
Chian – Professor Lee’s friend –
will also be driving. Said Mr Lim:
“It’s always good to travel with a
purpose. Other than the medical
aspect, it’s also a good way to
have the Singapore flag flying in
other countries.”

Their vehicle will ferry a nurse,
camera crew, first-aid kits and
bike equipment. The team is ex-
pected to return to Singapore in
the first week of July. Follow their
progress at longrideSS.com.

joseow@sph.com.sg

Educational therapist Sharon Yeoh using a multi-sensory etching approach to teach children words. The children use
playdough to form words such as “love”. ST PHOTO: NG SOR LUAN
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