
TAIPEI: A powerful typhoon ripped in-
to Taiwan yesterday, crippling trans-
portation around the island and shut-
ting off power in one of the fiercest
storms to strike the island this year.

Typhoon Fanapi – whose name
means “small atoll islands” in Microne-
sian – grounded 120 domestic and 36
international flights, and delayed two
Singapore Airlines flights between the
Republic and Taipei.

Shipping routes and roads were also
closed as the typhoon made landfall in
Taiwan’s eastern city of Hualien at
8.40am local time with winds of
160kmh and gusts of up to 220kmh.

Initially a category 3 typhoon on a
1-5 scale, Fanapi was forecast to move
into eastern China early today as a cat-
egory 1 or a tropical storm.

By afternoon yesterday, its winds
had weakened to 145kmh as the storm
churned westward at 20kmh, the Cen-
tral Weather Bureau said. The typhoon
dumped as much as 620mm of rain in
southern Taiwan, with more expected
to come.

No one was killed, but at least 66
people were injured, some cut by bro-
ken glass and others when they fell off

motorcycles in strong winds.
Officials evacuated 6,000 residents

from remote areas vulnerable to land-
slides, half of them in the southern
part of the island, according to Tai-
wan’s Central Emergency Operation
Centre.

Landslides caused by torrential rain
are traditionally the greatest danger
the typhoons bring to this island of 23
million people.

Taiwan’s China Airlines suspended
all international departures from the
southern city of Kaohsiung, and other
airlines, including Hong Kong’s Drag-
on Air and China Eastern, cancelled
scheduled flights to regional destina-
tions from Taipei.

All of Taiwan’s domestic air and rail
services were also halted, as several in-
ter-county roads in central and south-
ern Taiwan were closed due to safety
concerns.

Taiwan’s government has deployed
thousands of emergency workers and
military personnel throughout the is-
land to try to mitigate damage, mind-
ful of the estimated 700 deaths caused
by Typhoon Morakot last year, one of
the island’s worst natural disasters.

Following that disaster, President
Ma Ying-jeou’s approval rating col-
lapsed, and he was forced to replace
many of his senior ministers.

Yesterday, TV footage showed land-
slides blocking a road in central Tai-
wan, and floods partially submerging a

bridge in the southern county of Kaoh-
siung, while troops worked against the
clock to build dykes near a rain-swol-
len river in nearby Pingtung county.

Typhoon Fanapi is expected to hit
China’s eastern province of Fujian to-
day.

In Fuzhou, the provincial capital,
more than 35 flights from or to Fuzhou
Airport were cancelled, while shipping
routes between Xiamen and Fujian

ports were also closed.
“Fanapi is the strongest typhoon to

hit Fujian in 2010 and we should pre-
pare for the worst,” said Mr Sun Chun-
lan, Communist Party chief of Fujian.

The National Meteorological Centre
issued a “red alert” warning of strong
winds and heavy rain in the area where
the storm makes landfall.
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GUANGZHOU: Suzhou, the city whose industrial
park is the flagship cooperation project between
Singapore and China, is ranked No. 1 for the quali-
ty of its public service, according to a survey done
for the first time on 32 major Chinese cities.

The mid-sized city in Jiangsu province beat its
bigger rivals, such as Shanghai and Beijing, in eve-
ry category, from its business environment to ser-
vices it provides to people and business owners.

The findings, unveiled here yesterday, sur-
prised the research team from Nanyang Technolo-
gy University (NTU) that, with China’s Xiamen
University, had created the index and ranked the
cities in a year-long effort.

Dr Wu Wei, head of the joint research team,
told The Straits Times: “Suzhou came out tops in
all the categories, and that’s unusual.”

He suggested one possible factor: Singapore’s
role in training Suzhou officials. More than 2,000
senior officials from Suzhou have come to Singa-
pore to study its “software”, like its public admin-
istration, including its pro-business and favoura-
ble investment conditions.

But a follow-up study will be done to pinpoint
the factors, added Dr Wu, who heads NTU’s Nan-
yang Centre for Public Administration, which
trains senior public servants from China.

The new Lien Public Service Excellence Index
for Chinese Cities, named after Singapore’s Lien
Foundation, which funded it, was introduced at
the inaugural Asia-Pacific Mayors’ Forum in
Guangzhou, capital of Guangdong province.

About 500 government officials from China’s
cities and around the world were at the one-day fo-
rum to discuss how a city can improve its public
services and attract people to live in it. It was or-
ganised by NTU and the Guangzhou municipal gov-
ernment.

Among those who spoke at the event was Singa-
pore’s Senior Minister of State Grace Fu, who
dwelt on the environment and social challenges
that urbanising Asian cities will face, and Singa-
pore’s experience in overcoming them.

Speaking in Mandarin, Ms Fu said for Singa-
pore, the challenge ahead requires businesses and
workers to change the way “we live, work, play
and commute to be more resource efficient”.

Ms Fu, commenting on Suzhou’s feat, told The
Straits Times its leaders “are very serious about
creating a liveable, pleasant environment for the
people”. She had visited Suzhou last year and
“was particularly impressed by the way they in-
cluded beautiful sculptures in their landscaping”.

The Lien index assessed the cities on public ser-
vice satisfaction, business environment and over-
all public service, including transport and infra-
structure. The two universities’ researchers came
up with 106 indicators, after referring to indices
such as Foreign Policy magazine’s Global Cities In-
dex and The Economist’s Quality of Life index.

Dr Wu said the index will be done yearly. “We
hope it will be used by local governments to im-
prove their public service and by multinational
companies, to assess whether they want to invest
in the cities,” he added.

HAMILTON (Bermuda): Big waves
pounded Bermuda’s beaches while is-
landers rushed to board up windows,
fill sandbags and stock up on water,
food and other supplies before Hurri-
cane Igor’s expected arrival today.

In Mexico, people were still clean-
ing up from flooding and wind damage
caused by the now dissipated Hurri-
cane Karl. At least seven people were
killed after Karl came ashore the previ-
ous day.

Igor, an unusually large storm,
weakened slightly overnight, but the
National Hurricane Centre said it re-

mains a “very large” and “dangerous”
weather system, with little change in
strength forecast over the next 48
hours.

The hurricane was forecast to hit
sometime between yesterday after-
noon local time and early today, batter-
ing Bermuda with heavy winds and
rain – that could be deadly – for two
days.

“This storm will be a long and pun-
ishing one,” Public Safety Minister
David Burch said. “The potential for in-
jury and physical damage is great.”

Bermuda’s weather service has com-

pared Igor to Hurricane Fabian, which
hit the island in 2003, killing eight peo-
ple and causing US$300 million
(S$400 million) in damage.

High surf kicked up by the storm
has already swept two people out to
sea in Puerto Rico and the US Virgin Is-
lands, far to the south.

Forecasters said Igor could drop
150mm to 230mm of rain and cause sig-
nificant coastal flooding.

L.F. Wade International Airport
shut down on Saturday afternoon and
likely would not reopen until today,
the government said.

The last plane to leave was a British
Airways flight to London, which de-
parted three hours earlier than usual.

Officials said schools would be
closed today and tomorrow, and a lo-
cal newspaper cancelled its Monday
edition.

“This decision has not been taken
lightly,” editor Bill Zuill wrote in an ar-
ticle published on Saturday. “It will be
the first time in living memory that
The Royal Gazette has missed an edi-
tion.”
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A man watches as a large wave hits the coast in Wushih harbour, eastern Taiwan, as the
island braced itself for Typhoon Fanapi yesterday. PHOTO: AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
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