
By AUDREY TAN

A $30 MILLION fund has been set
up to make life better for people
with disabilities, and those who
care for them.

The money will go towards
projects ranging from assistive
technology to caregiver support,
and to increase public education

so as to help people with disabili-
ties fit better into society.

The five-year programme,
called the Tote Board-Enabling
Lives Initiative, was launched yes-
terday by Deputy Prime Minister
and Finance Minister Tharman
Shanmugaratnam at a community
health screening in Jurong.

The money will be available to

groups such as voluntary welfare
organisations, research institu-
tions and social enterprises.

The Tote Board, which creates
grants from surplus funds generat-
ed from the Singapore Turf Club,
Singapore Pools and casino entry
levies, came up with the money.

It will work with the National
Council of Social Service (NCSS)
and SG Enable, an agency for
those with disabilities, to roll out
the initiative.

NCSS will lead the $4 million
education drive, while SG Enable
will administer the $26 million

funding for the projects.
These could include pro-

grammes that provide support for
people with disabilities when they
move from one phase of life to an-
other, such as when they graduate
from special-needs schools and
start looking for jobs.

Other projects could include
those that look into innovations
and how technology can improve
their lives. The grant will fund up
to 90 per cent of a proposal.

“Research institutes may not
know the needs of people with dis-
abilities because it is not within

their natural sphere of contact,”
noted SG Enable chief executive
Ku Geok Boon.

So, the new initiative will bring
research institutes, voluntary wel-
fare groups and social enterprises
together to work on ideas, she
said.

Mr Abhimanyau Pal, executive
director of SPD, which helps inte-
grate people with disabilities into
society, welcomed the new initia-
tive.

“As a strong advocate of the
use of assistive technology, we
are heartened to see that the grant

supports projects... which will
help us provide more innovative
services and assistive technology
options to people with disabili-
ties,” he said.

Applications will open in Janu-
ary next year, and more details
will be released in December.

Civil engineering undergradu-
ate Samuel Soh, 24, who has avas-
cular necrosis – a condition
where bone tissue dies due to the
lack of blood – said the initiative
could help those with disabilities
better integrate into society.
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$30m fund to help people with disabilities
It will be used for technological aids,
caregiver support and public education
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SENIOR EDUCATION CORRESPONDENT

THE huge space under the Thom-
son Flyover, once famous for hous-
ing the Whitley Road Hawker Cen-
tre, is now home to the Offside fut-
sal complex.

But Filipino architect Ronald
Kendrick Rosilio believes it could
be a great site for a pre-school.

“It is close to residential areas
and easily accessible by public
transport,” said the 27-year-old,
who works for a Singapore compa-
ny offering green solutions.

His suggestion includes build-
ing outdoor classrooms and a
playground, which would use
play equipment such as bikes,
swings, and see-saws that create
energy.

His idea was among the three
winning entries in a contest organ-
ised by philanthropic organisation
Lien Foundation and The Straits
Times to spur the public to rethink
pre-school spaces.

The other two involve having a
pre-school at Dakota Crescent’s
Dove playground and the Botanic
Gardens.

Altogether, 180 readers sent in
their ideas. The contest was

launched after the release of A Dif-
ferent Class – Pre-school Spaces
Redefined, a book that features 10
innovative pre-school designs.

Lekker Architects, which
worked with the foundation on the
book, had proposed siting kinder-
gartens in university campuses, on
top of multi-storey carparks, and

along the Rail Corridor.
The winning entries were

picked by Lien Foundation and Le-
kker.

Ms Amelia Soh, 21, an early
childhood education student at the
Singapore Institute of Technology,
suggested building a pre-school
around the Dove playground in Da-

kota Crescent, which is one of
Singapore’s oldest public housing
estates.

The flats there are slated to be
vacated by the end of 2016 to
make way for new developments.

The Dove playground was
designed in 1979 by Housing Board
designer Khor Ean Ghee, who also

designed the Dragon playground in
Toa Payoh Lorong 6.

The third winning entry was
from Mr Stanley Toh, who suggest-
ed building a pre-school designed
as a greenhouse nursery in the Sin-
gapore Botanic Gardens.

Said Lien Foundation chief exec-
utive Lee Poh Wah: “The myriad

range of responses we received
shows how possible it is, with a lit-
tle effort, to find imaginative solu-
tions to our often-cited space con-
straints.”
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To read the three winning entries, which
earned an Apple iPhone 6 plus each, go
to stcommunities.sg/education

The suggestion by architect Ronald Kendrick Rosilio (left) to use the space under the Thomson Flyover for a pre-school is among the winning entries in a contest organised by Lien Foundation and The Straits Times. Student
Amelia Soh’s entry suggested building a pre-school around the Dove Playground in Dakota Crescent. ST PHOTOS: NEO XIAOBIN

Winning suggestions
for pre-school designs
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