
BY AMELIA TAN

PLAYING games on a Wii console, us-
ing digital worksheets on laptops and
even recording music in a studio.

These are some of the activities
now available to pupils of the Young
Women’s Christian Association
(YWCA) group of preschools after an
$800,000 IT upgrading project.

All 100 teachers in the group have
been given iPhones that have an appli-
cation to record information such as
the children’s attendance, tempera-
ture and progress in their studies.

The project involving 10 YWCA
childcare centres and one kindergarten
was funded by the Lien Foundation, a
charity. Its chief executive Lee Poh
Wah said yesterday that he and his
team had worked with the preschools
on other projects, and saw a need to
improve on their technology.

Up till about two years ago, only a
few teachers had their own work
e-mail accounts, and all staff had to
share just a few computers, he told re-
porters at a press conference at the
YWCA headquarters in Outram Road.

So the foundation asked local tech
company PulseSync to upgrade the IT
facilities and systems at the centres.

Now all 11 centres, which cater to
850 children aged from 18 months to six
years old, have facilities such as interac-
tive whiteboards and touchscreen com-
puters. Special needs children can use
iPads, and plans have been made to buy
more equipment for other children. The
pupils are also bused once a month to
the YWCA’s HQ to use facilities such as
a recording studio and Wii consoles.

Teachers said adapting to the new
technology had been a challenge.

Ms Lim See Hoon, 35, who works at
the YWCA childcare centre in Bukit

Gombak, said: “It was daunting when
we were told that we will have to use
technology, as we were doing most
things by pen and paper. But after a
while, we got used to it and the work-
shops to train us helped a lot.”

Parents welcomed the changes.

Sales coordinator Ho Nyuk Yin, 36,
whose son Jaden, three, goes to the
centre in Bukit Gombak, said: “The pri-
mary schools are using a lot of technol-
ogy in their lessons. I think exposing
him to technology now will help him
to prepare for classes in the future.”

BY SANDRA DAVIE

SENIOR WRITER

THE hunt for someone to head Nanyang Technolog-
ical University’s (NTU) engineering school is over –
after more than 100 candidates were considered.

The Straits Times has learnt that American Janie
Fouke, 60, will take over from Professor Pan
Tso-Chien in July, and make history as the first
woman to head an engineering school here.

NTU’s engineering school is the world’s largest
in terms of enrolment, with 15,000 students.

NTU board member Haresh Shah, who led the
search which started more than a year ago, said:
“The committee decided that, at this time in the his-
tory of NTU, what we need is an experienced, glo-
bally connected individual who has been in a senior
academic position in a major university that is
about the size of
NTU.”

The Stanford Uni-
versity engineering pro-
fessor added that the
committee wanted
someone who can
“compete with the
best in the world, espe-
cially with NTU’s medi-
cal school coming up”.

Noting that Profes-
sor Fouke has tremen-
dous experience in
putting medicine, bio-
logical sciences and en-
gineering together, he
said: “She headed a
programme at the Na-
tional Science Founda-
tion, the largest Ameri-
can science-funding
government agency, just in that area.”

NTU is partnering Imperial College London to
set up Singapore’s third medical school in 2013.

Prof Fouke, a biomedical engineer by training,
served as provost and then adviser to the president
at the University of Florida before coming to Singa-
pore earlier this year to join NTU.

She started her academic career at Case Western
Reserve University in Cleveland where she taught
and conducted research in medical-instrument de-
sign and development.

From 1995 to 1999, she concurrently held the po-
sition as director of the bioengineering and environ-
mental systems division at the National Science
Foundation.

When she was appointed dean of engineering at
Michigan State University in 1999, she was among
five women holding such a position at the 300 engi-
neering schools in the United States and Canada.

Prof Fouke said she is excited to be at NTU at a
time when it is ramping up its research, overhaul-
ing its undergraduate education and setting up a
medical school.

“Engineering education in the past seemed to im-
merse people deeply into a single discipline. Now,
we realise that the most interesting problems are at
the interstices between disciplines, or require the
skill sets traditionally associated with several differ-
ent disciplines.”

She hopes to be a role model to women contem-
plating a career in science and technology. “It’s im-
portant that they have the opportunity to see wom-
en leaders in these fields,” she said.

One in three students and one in 12 professors in
the engineering school are female.

NTU announced that Prof Pan will go back to
teaching and research but will continue to lead the
Institute of Catastrophe Risk Management set up to
study the long-term cost of disasters in the region.

Professor Bertil Andersson, NTU’s president-
designate and provost, said engineering is one of its
strengths and Prof Fouke is eminently suited to
head the school.

He added that she will have many opportunities
to instil a stronger cross-disciplinary research and
innovation culture.

NTU featured highly in a recent ranking of uni-
versities conducted by London-based group Quac-
quarelli Symonds. It was ranked 18th in the world
in civil engineering and 33rd, 36th and 49th in me-
chanical, electrical and chemical engineering respec-
tively.
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YWCA pupils Pang Jun Wei (left) and John How, both five, playing a virtual bowling game
on a Wii console at the YWCA Kindergarten. PHOTO: JOSEPH NAIR FOR STRAITS TIMES

Prof Fouke hopes to inspire
women considering a career
in science and technology.

US professor will be 1st female
head of engineering school here

IT upgrading project gives
YWCA pupils an early start Woman

engineer
blazes
trail
at NTU
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ROAMING RATE CUTS

$0.70 - $1.00

Current rates
per minute

$0.56 - $0.80

2011

From May 1

$0.49 - $0.70

2012

Singaporeans travelling
in Malaysia who receive
an incoming call

$0.59 $0.52 $0.46

Singaporeans travelling
in Malaysia who make
an outgoing call to a
Singapore number

SMS

Note: These are approximate reduced rates based on postpaid plans outside
          of any special promotion.

$0.60 - $0.61 $0.30 - $0.31$0.42 - $0.43

$0.50 $0.40 $0.35

Singaporeans travelling
in Malaysia who make
an outgoing call to a
Malaysian number

Source: IDA
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BY IRENE THAM

CALL and spread the good news.
Singaporeans using their cellphones in

Malaysia can save as much as 30 per cent
from next month, and up to 50 per cent
from May 1 next year.

A landmark bilateral agreement, inked
after over two years of negotiations, was
announced by Singapore’s Minister for In-
formation, Communications and the Arts
Lui Tuck Yew and Malaysia’s Minister for
Information, Communications and Cul-
ture Rais Yatim yesterday.

From next month, Singaporeans travel-

ling to Malaysia will see their roaming
bills reduced. Current charges of 60
cents for an SMS and up to $1 for a
one-minute incoming call will drop to
about 40 cents and 80 cents respectively.

The maximum cut of 30 per cent for
voice calls and 50 per cent for SMSes will
ring in from May 1 next year. Then, an
SMS and a one-minute incoming call will
be 30 cents and 70 cents respectively.

The pact will benefit over a million
folks travelling between the two coun-
tries monthly. Malaysians using their cell-
phones here will also enjoy cost savings.

The rate cuts will apply to prepaid and
postpaid subscribers in what Mr Lui de-
scribed as “yet another significant mile-
stone” in ties between the two countries.

“The peoples of Singapore and Malay-
sia share close interpersonal and business
linkages and mobile telephony plays an
important role in promoting and facilitat-
ing such close ties,” he added.

Mr Leong Keng Thai, director-general
of telecoms and post at the Infocomm De-
velopment Authority (IDA), said talks to
lower roaming fees came about as current
rates are uncompetitive. Singaporeans al-
so pay 60 cents to send an SMS from
more distant places such as Japan.

According to a recent study on roam-
ing charges done by telecom regulators in
Asean, 100 million minutes of voice calls
were made in 2007 by Singaporeans in
Malaysia, and Malaysians in Singapore.

The cuts come mainly from the lower-
ing of wholesale tariffs levied by telcos
from one country on those from another.
The retail markups of Singapore telcos
have also been reduced, said Mr Leong.

Telcos SingTel, StarHub and M1 said
yesterday the cut in roaming charges
could be offset by higher usage.

Mr Leong said the authorities are also
“studying the possibility” of reducing da-
ta roaming charges. The standard data
autoroam rates from telcos here can be as
much as $20 per megabyte of data.

However, the three telcos have tie-ups
with telcos elsewhere to offer up to 90
per cent cheaper rates. On some overseas
operators’ networks, data charges have
been capped at as low as $14 a day. But
the consumer has to find out who the tel-
co partners are to connect to their net-
works.

The IDA hopes the Singapore-Malay-
sia tie-up to lower roaming tariffs will set
the tone for similar ones with other
Asean countries. Mr Leong said the IDA
is in talks with a few of them.

itham@sph.com.sg

Audrina Ng, four,
using an
interactive white
board with the
help of teacher
Hurizah Osman
at the YWCA
Kindergarten.

An $800,000
injection of funds
from the Lien
Foundation has
given the chain of
preschools an IT
boost, with all its
teachers getting
iPhones and its
young pupils
exposed to
touch-screen
computers and
Wii consoles.
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Singapore-Malaysia roaming fees cut

LOOK, I
CAN DO IT
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S’poreans can save up
to 30% by next month,
50% by May next year
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PACT PROMOTES CLOSE TIES

“The peoples of Singapore
and Malaysia share close
interpersonal and business
linkages and mobile
telephony plays an
important role in promoting
and facilitating such close
ties.”
Minister for Information, Communications
and the Arts Lui Tuck Yew, on how the
rate cuts mark a significant milestone in
Singapore-Malaysia ties
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