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inner space: Divers are silhouetted as they enter a giant 
aquarium at the Marine Life Park at Resorts World Sentosa 
yesterday. The oceanarium offers certified divers a chance to 
participate in an ‘Open Ocean Dive’ for a fee, to dive with manta 
rays, sharks and other marine life species. 
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A SMALL group of people 
will be trained by police 
psychologists to provide 

care for victims of crime, espe-
cially those who have suffered 
at the hands of sexual or vio-
lent offenders.

Some 10 to 15 people will be 
part of the voluntary programme, 
The Straits Times reported on its 
website.

They will be trained to pro-
vide a listening ear and to empa-
thise with the victims, who may 
have been rape victims or may 
have lost a family member in a 
murder.

Victims are likely to be haunt-
ed by the traumatic experience for life, experts say.

A dedicated group of victim care officers who 
can provide direct moral support may help them 
return to normalcy.

Having such a group of people will not only help 
the victims, but also allow police officers to focus 
their resources on investigations, Second Minister 
for Home Affairs S. Iswaran said at the opening of 
the Asian Conference of Criminal and Operations 

Psychology yesterday.
Police psychologists are also 

collaborating with the police na-
tional service department to de-
velop mental health systems that 
will help them adjust to policing 
work, he said.

The Police Psychological Ser-
vices Division manages a team of 
300 counsellors who can provide 
care and support for victims in 
major incidents, Channel News-
Asia reported.

It quoted Mr Iswaran as say-
ing: “Many of our ground offic-
ers encounter stressful and even 
life-threatening situations in 

their course of duty. To help our officers execute 
their duties efficiently and effectively, we need to 
appreciate their differences and weave in the right 
programmes to shore up their mental resilience. 
This will help ensure that our officers are buffered 
against any adverse psychological effects encoun-
tered in the course of their work.”

About 300 local and foreign experts in criminal 
psychology are attending the three-day conference. 

Trained volunteers 
to be care officers
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cpF to continue giving 2.5% 
interest for Ordinary account

CENTRAL Provident Fund (CPF) 
members will continue to get a 2.5 
per cent interest rate on their Ordi-
nary Account (OA) savings from July 
1 to Sept 30 this year.

The actual rate, which is derived 
from major local banks’ interest 

rates for Feb 1 to April 30, worked out to be 0.21 per 
cent per annum – lower than the legislated mini-
mum of 2.5 per cent.

As part of the CPF Board’s efforts in enhancing 
its members’ retirement savings, an extra 1 per 
cent interest will continue to be paid on the first 
$60,000 of a member’s combined balances, with up 
to $20,000 from the OA.

Holistic eldercare 
policy needed: report

A MORE holistic eldercare policy – 
rather than differentiating among 
health care, social care and hous-
ing – is needed in the long-term 
care sector. This was one of several 
insights shared in a new report 
commissioned by the Lien Founda-

tion and developed by consultancy KPMG.
The report, titled An Uncertain Age: Reimagin-

ing Long-term Care in the 21st Century, is based on 
interviews with 46 experts in 14 countries, includ-
ing Singapore, Japan, Australia and the United 
States.

They were asked about trends and challenges in 
the eldercare sector, and asked to identify innova-
tive solutions in the world.

nYU, nUs dual graduate 
law programme scrapped

FINANCIAL woes have forced New 
York University (NYU) to end its law 
programme here. 

The 10-month National Univer-
sity of Singapore and NYU dual 
graduate law programme will take 
in its last batch of students this 

month and will be discontinued from next year.
The programme ceased to be self-financing and 

would require “significant diversion of financial 
resources” if it were to continue, according to the 
NYU School of Law website.

Last November, NYU’s Tisch School of the Arts 
Asia announced that it will be shutting its campus 
here due to financial woes. 

subordinate court judges to 
wear robes in open hearings

FROM tomorrow, judges in the Sub-
ordinate Courts will wear robes 
when presiding over open court 
hearings. 

Currently, they are required only 
to dress formally. The use of the robe 
does not apply to chamber hearings. 

The Subordinate Courts said in a media release 
yesterday that this is consistent with the practice 
in other jurisdictions, where judges in the first in-
stance courts, like the superior courts, also wear 
robes.

The move is the first of many initiatives in the 
pipeline to enhance the standing of the Subordi-
nate Courts. 

scientists looking to test new 
colon cancer treatment here

A NOVEL molecule, bio-engineered 
by scientists from Nanyang Techno-
logical University (NTU) and Swe-
den’s Lund University, has proved 
successful in killing tumour cells, 
with little harm to healthy ones.

In the latest breakthrough re-
search led by Professor Catharina Svanborg and Dr 
Manoj Puthia from Lund University and Professor 
Gerhard Grülber from NTU, this protein-lipid mol-
ecule complex known as Hamlet (Human Alpha-
lactabumin Made Lethal to Tumour cells) has suc-
cessfully suppressed colorectal cancer in lab mice.

The team is looking to test Hamlet here, where 
colon cancer is the most common cancer.

INDONESIA’S central bank has approved the bid 
by DBS Holdings to buy up to 40 per cent of PT 
Bank Danamon.

“If they want more... we want to see a realisation 
from MAS (the Monetary Authority of Singapore) 
regarding our need for reciprocity,” Bank Indonesia 
(BI) governor Darmin Nasution said.

The long-awaited approval follows the central 
bank’s earlier ruling that bidders can first take only 
a 40 per cent stake in a local bank.

They must then undergo three financial-sound-
ness tests, one every six months, before moving to 
majority ownership.

That would mean it will be at least 18 months 
before DBS can take control of Indonesia’s sixth 
largest lender.

The deal hit a wall last year, when the Indone-
sian regulator capped ownership in local banks 
shortly after DBS announced the bid.

There have also being growing calls in parlia-
ment for Singapore to open up to Indonesian banks 
if the DBS deal is allowed to go through, Reuters 
reported from Jakarta.

Last night, an MAS spokesman welcomed BI’s 
approval for DBS to acquire the stake in Danamon.

“Given the good cooperation between Singapore 
and Indonesia, MAS and BI are exploring further 
access into each other’s markets,” the spokesman 
said. 

“In the case of Indonesian banks in Singapore, 
this will be by way of a broader provision of finan-
cial services, both in wholesale banking and to, 
for example, Indonesian students and work permit 
holders in Singapore.”

indonesia okays 
DBs stake in 
Bank Danamon
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NEW SCHEME: 
Mr S. Iswaran at the Asian 
Conference of Criminal and 
Operations Psychology. 
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