
By JANICE TAI

ST JOSEPH’S Home & Hospice
will have a “Goodbye Garden”,
where families can say goodbye to
their loved ones, when it expands
its premises next year.

Dover Park Hospice, mean-
while, will have more single
rooms for patients who are about
to die to give them more privacy,
when it moves to Health City No-
vena in 2018.

These are several of the ideas
which in-patient hospices are set
to adopt in response to a
nine-month review commis-
sioned by the Lien Foundation

and ACM Foundation.
The report, the first of its kind,

will be given out to all of the
country’s four in-patient hospic-
es, which put aside a total of
around 150 beds for palliative
care.

“Today’s hospices are built for
yesterday,” said Lien Foundation
chief executive Lee Poh Wah.

“Hospices suffer a poor image
and deserve better understanding
from society and fresh insights to
meet rising care expectations.”

The foundations hired fuelfor,
a design consultancy specialising
in health care, to examine the key
challenges faced by hospices to-

day, from building design to pa-
tient welfare and community en-
gagement.

Among its findings was that dy-
ing patients and their families do
not get enough privacy. Several
hospices were not designed for
palliative care since their build-
ings were inherited.

Others did not have an ideal de-
sign. Several hospices for instance
lack community spaces where
they can raise awareness of
end-of-life issues with the public,
and encourage volunteerism.

This study gave recommenda-
tions on how to improve current
hospices and how to develop fu-
ture ones.

It proposed, for instance, using
mobile dispensary trolleys to pre-
serve patients’ privacy instead of
requiring them to get their medica-

tion from a fixed station outside
their rooms. Hospices told The
Straits Times that several prob-
lems, such as narrow door frames

which do not allow beds to be
wheeled out, are harder to fix.

Assisi Hospice, for instance,
was donated by nuns some 20

years ago. Some aspects of its de-
sign are simply ill-suited for pallia-
tive care.

That is why this study is time-
ly, said Dr Wu Huei Yaw, medical
director of Dover Park Hospice.

“We haven’t had an in-depth
review of hospice care in such a
manner and it is crucial to do a
re-examination as we scale up our
services to meet growing de-
mand,” he said.

Madam Tung Gek Lang, a pa-
tient at Dover Park, is heartened
that the hospice is considering
having a cafeteria for families who
have to spend long hours at the
hospice.

“In between meals, I can also
head out for a bite if I am hungry,
instead of eating instant noodles,”
said the 48-year-old.

Still, it is the little gestures
that make a place a good place to
live, she added.

Sister Geraldine from St
Joseph’s also believes providing
the best care goes beyond just fix-
ing infrastructure issues.

“We can deal with narrow
doors but it is more important to
address narrow hearts,” she said.

“As long as patients feel cared
for, they feel right at home.”

jantai@sph.com.sg

A NEW chief executive will
helm the Competition Commis-
sion of Singapore from next
month.

Mr Toh Han Li, 46, who
oversees legal matters at the
competition watchdog, will
take over from Ms Yena Lim,
47, who is stepping down on
Sept 30 when her three-year
term ends.

Ms Lim, a senior civil serv-
ant, will take up a new appoint-
ment that will be announced at
a later date, said the Trade and
Industry Ministry yesterday.

Mr Toh, assistant chief exec-
utive (legal & enforcement),
was seconded to the competi-
tion commission in 2009 from
the Singapore Legal Service.

Before his move, he held var-
ious positions, including that
of deputy public prosecutor,
state counsel as well as district
judge of the Subordinate
Courts.

A President’s scholar who
read law at Cambridge Universi-
ty on an overseas merit scholar-
ship, he has represented the
competition commission in eve-
ry appeal before the Competi-
tion Appeal Board.

He also serves on several tri-
bunals, including the Military
Court of Appeal and the Copy-
right Tribunal.
JESSICA LIM

By HOE PEI SHAN

AWARENESS of mental health
problems is on the rise in the Ma-
lay-Muslim community, with
more sufferers stepping forward
for help.

This means dealing with the
issue is becoming increasingly
important, Minister-in-charge
of Muslim Affairs Yaacob Ibra-
him said yesterday.

He spoke of “greater aware-
ness” and called on more groups
to get involved, saying that help-
ing the mentally ill is “some-
thing worth doing in our commu-
nity because it is an emerging
problem”.

Dr Yaacob was speaking on
the sidelines of a fund-raiser by
Club Heal, the only organisation
giving tailored support to suffer-
ers in the Malay-Muslim commu-
nity. He described its work as “a
welcome change”, adding: “If
more groups are prepared to
come forward... I think that’s
worthwhile.”

General practitioner Radiah
Salim, who founded Club Heal in
February last year, said a cultur-
ally tuned approach was needed
due to the “big stigma against
people with mental illnesses” in
the community. “There’s still
this perception that these people
cannot get better, that they may

be weak in their faith or pos-
sessed by evil spirits, which is
not true,” said Dr Radiah.

“It’s an illness; it’s a disease
of the brain that requires medica-
tion, treatment and support.”

Club Heal plans to put the
$105,000 proceeds from yester-
day’s golf fund-raiser at the Or-
chid Country Club towards hir-
ing more staff and setting up a
third branch, as its existing two
have been running at full capaci-
ty. When it started, it had one
part-time employee. Now there
are four. More than 70 people
have benefited from the pro-
gramme, with 10 per cent manag-
ing to return to work.

One success story is a
53-year-old mother of two who
wanted to be known only as Ai-
sha.

When she joined Club Heal
last September, she was suffer-
ing from depression and had to
take a break from her job in
sales. But with the group’s help,
she is back to her smiling self
and has a new job selling textiles
in Arab Street.

“There is a stigma because
the community is afraid,” she
said. “The public should be more
open and accepting. And to
those with mental problems: Act
on your sickness and get help.”

hpeishan@sph.com.sg

By WALTER SIM

FROM next week, first-year eco-
nomics students at Pioneer Junior
College will learn the subject
through a new, specially designed
computer game.

In SpacEcon, players will build
a new colony by collecting miner-
als and using them as currency.

Mrs Tan-Kek Lee Yong, princi-
pal of Pioneer JC, yesterday told
The Straits Times: “Economics is
totally new to them, and this ap-
proach will introduce concepts to
them in a natural way.”

The game was designed by a
group of tertiary students who
took part in the Game Innovation
Programme, organised by the Sin-
gapore University of Technology
and Design (SUTD) Game Lab.

In the 14-week internship,

which started in May, 32 students
from various institutions were
grouped to produce applications
for five “clients”, including Pio-
neer JC.

Their works – some of which
may be commercialised – were
showcased yesterday at SUTD.

“Gaming is one of the fast-
est-growing sub-sectors in our lo-
cal media industry,” said Media
Development Authority’s (MDA)
industry assistant CEO, Mr Yeo
Chun Cheng. He added that the
sector, which has more than 200
companies, generated $630 mil-
lion in operating receipts in 2011.

With the Game Lab, which is
supported by the MDA, SUTD
president Thomas L. Magnanti
hopes the university will “play a
significant role in developing Sin-
gapore’s game industry”.

Over the next five years, it
aims to train 500 interns for the
industry. From next year, sec-
ond-year students can also take
modules on game development.

SUTD undergraduate Delia
Phua, 20, who took part in the pro-
gramme, said: “I’m what you can
consider a hardcore gamer. Be-
cause I spend so much time on
games, I can’t see myself doing
anything else.”

Her team’s effort for client Day-
light Studios – Android game
Reign of Heroes: Lightbringers –
was well-received. Said the stu-
dio’s assistant producer, Mr
Faizan Abid: “The gameplay is
good, but we still need more con-
tent before we’re ready for com-
mercialisation. We look forward
to working with them again.”

waltsim@sph.com.sg

Dover Park Hospice will have more single rooms for dying patients when it moves
to Health City Novena in 2018. ST PHOTO: CHEW SENG KIM

(From left) Game designer Linda Yeo, 23, game artist Janice Dermawan, 21, and project leader Cherise Cho, 21, with Pioneer
JC teachers Nigel Kaw, 34, Khoo Gee Hwee, 47, Jimmy Teh, 29, and Benjamin Por, 30. ST PHOTO: CAROLINE CHIA
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