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$40m to help defray childcare 
operators’ set-up costs

THE Government is setting aside $40 
million over the next five years to 
help small and mid-sized pre-school 
operators setting up in high-demand 
areas, such as Punggol, to defray 
their infrastructure costs. 

The funds will also go to a new 
teaching and learning resources grant, announced 
Minister for Social and Family Development Chan 
Chun Sing.

Operators in commercial premises in high-de-
mand areas will have subsidies of 30 to 60 per cent of 
rental costs. To give such operators the flexibility to 
provide full-day childcare places, 20 to 50 per cent of 
the development cost will also be subsidised.

Study suggests ways 
to improve hospices

DYING patients and their family 
members do not have enough private 
spaces at hospices, some of which 
are also isolated from the commu-
nity, a nine-month study into pallia-
tive care services has found.

Commissioned by the Lien and 
ACM foundations, the study also found that deci-
sion  making can be highly stressful for patients and 
their families.

The study looked at how Singapore can develop 
the next generation in-patient hospice, and made 
suggestions such as engaging the community and 
having trolleys that dispense medication instead of 
fixed workstations for nurses.

More flexibility in use of 
Medisave for IVF

COUPLES opting for in vitro fertili-
sation (IVF) to have babies will soon 
be able to use their Medisave as 
many times as they wish.

The Health Ministry, in a state-
ment yesterday, said it is lifting the 
three-cycle cap for such Medisave 

claims from Oct 1.
The move will give couples with difficulty con-

ceiving more flexibility.
Medisave can now be used for these procedures 

at public or private assisted reproduction centres. 
The withdrawal limit for assisted conception 

procedures is $6,000 for the first treatment cycle, 
$5,000 for the second and $4,000 for the third. 

From next month, the change will allow couples 
to use Medisave for the fourth and subsequent cy-
cles, subject to the $4,000 limit each time.

And to ensure that couples do not deplete their 
Medisave prematurely, the cumulative Medisave 
use allowed for assisted conception procedures will 
remain at $15,000.

IVF costs about $9,000 per cycle on average at a 
public hospital, and the Government subsidises 
$3,000 each cycle for a maximum of three cycles for 
each eligible patient.

At the beginning of this year, the Government 
announced that it would pay a bigger share of as-
sisted reproduction technology treatments.

It would cover up to 75 per cent of the treatment 
costs – up from 50 per cent.

This measure was part of the $2 billion enhance-
ment  to the  Marriage and Parenthood Package to 
encourage Singaporeans to have more babies and 
boost the country’s birth rate.

– Judith Tan 

M’sian accused of 
match-fixing denied bail

A MALAYSIAN man accused of be-
ing the local organiser of a syndicate 
that tried to fix matches in an Aus-
tralian provincial football league 
has been denied bail in Melbourne.

Magistrate Jelena Popovic told 
the Melbourne Magistrates Court 

yesterday she refused to grant bail to Segaran “Ger-
ry” Subramaniam with “grave reluctance” because 
it might be two years before his case is finalised.

He is accused of fixing five matches involving the 
Southern Stars team in the semi-professional Victo-
rian Premier League between July and this month.

Four English players and the Southern Stars’ 
Australian coach have also been charged. – AP.

China to open first free trade 
zone on Sunday: report

CHINA will open its first free trade 
zone on Sunday, in an ambitious 
effort to transform its commercial 
centre of Shanghai into a global hub.

The project will allow liberalised 
measures aimed at helping Shang-
hai compete with the likes of Hong 

Kong and London, as well as push forward reform of 
the world’s second-largest economy. 

South China Morning Post said the zone will 
even allow access to Facebook, Twitter and other 
websites banned nationwide. 

The area will span 29 sq km and incorporate an 
existing international airport, deepwater port, 
bonded zone and logistics area.  – AFP.

SAVE THE POLARS: Pupils of Nanyang Primary were treated to an 
interactive lesson, where they learned about how climate change 
affects polar bears. Organised by the National Climate Change 
Secretariat, pupils were taught, by a “polar bear” no less, how they 
can make a difference in their own little ways.
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SnAkE On A PLAnE: This 20cm Mandarin Rat Snake was found 
in the passenger cabin of a Qantas Boeing 747 airliner in Sydney 
International Airport late on Sunday, before passengers were due 
to board the flight for Tokyo. About 370 passengers were grounded 
overnight. The snake had arrived in a flight a day earlier from 
Singapore, said an Australian Agriculture Department spokesman.
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SOMALIA’S Shabab insurgents warned yesterday 
that they would follow the ongoing siege in Nairobi’s 
Westgate shopping mall with further attacks if Ken-
yan troops did not pull out of Somalia immediately.

“If not, know that this is just a taste of what we 
will do... you should expect black days,” Shabab 
spokesman Ali Mohamud Rage said, speaking in 
Arabic in an audio broadcast.

He added: “We will make them suffer what we 
suffer in southern Somalia, we are giving a warning 
to the Kenyan government and to all those who sup-
port it.”

Kenyan troops invaded southern Somalia to at-
tack Shabab bases two years ago, joining forces with 
a Somali militia warlord and wresting the key port 
of Kismayo from the extremists.

Kenyan troops later joined the 17,700-strong Af-
rican Union force deployed in Somalia.

Shabab fighters stormed the crowded Nairobi 
mall midday on Saturday, tossing grenades, firing 
automatic weapons and sending panicked shoppers 
fleeing. 

At least 65 shoppers, staff and soldiers have been 
killed and close to 200 wounded in the siege, but 
concerns are high that the toll may rise, with the 
Shabab boasting about “countless number of dead 
bodies still scattered inside the mall”.

Meanwhile, explosive experts were defusing de-
vices set up by the militants in the mall, police said, 
adding another dangerous element to the siege, 
which has now dragged on for 75 hours. 

Part of the building’s rooftop parking also col-
lapsed yesterday, security sources said.

Three Kenyan soldiers died from injuries sus-
tained in those gun battles yesterday, the army said. 
Eight others remain in hospital. – AFP.

Somalia terrorists 
threaten fresh attacks

DILBERT SCOTT ADAMSPEARLS BEFORE SWInE STEPHAN PASTIS
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THE Government has made 
“significant progress” in 
addressing the grievanc-

es thrown up in the 2011 Gen-
eral Election, Prime Minister 
Lee Hsien Loong (right) said on 
a live TV programme yesterday.

He elaborated on housing and 
transport, among other issues.

“It took a while both to manage 
the issues and also manage the 
sentiments and get people to look at it in a more 
positive and constructive way,” he said on Ask the 
PM on Channel NewsAsia.

With more flats being built, prices have stabi-
lised and the queues have come down, he said. He 
had tried to explain the numbers in his National 
Day Rally speech, with realistic and typical exam-
ples. 

“You can afford a flat, there is no need to worry,” 

he said. “Get one, get married, 
start a family.”

As for transport, he pointed to 
the enhancement of bus servic-
es. “We look at the statistics every 
month and we can see that the 
crowded services got fewer,” he 
said. “We still need to get some 
more buses on the roads, we still 
need to get more drivers hired, 
we are working at it.”

Enhancing MRT services will take longer. “To get 
the new signalling laid, to get the new lines running, 
to get more trains... that will take a few more years – 
2015, 2016 – but we are making as much haste as we 
possibly can,” he said.

Asked if it had become harder to attract people 
from the private sector to enter politics after the 
election, Mr Lee replied: “I think so, it has become 
harder.”

PM Lee highlights 
progress made

HOUSInG, TRAnSPORT...

TODAY’S NUMBER

0141144

$500
DAILY  BONUS  DRAW PR IZE

C H A L L E N G E
B O N U S

From now until Oct 3, stand to win $500 daily. If the serial 
number of your Bonus Challenge card matches the day’s 
winning number, take the card to the collection centre at 
Level 2 of the *Scape mall atrium to collect your prize. 
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