
BY LISA OON

B
USY parents who lack the time to
get involved in their children’s de-
velopment – that was one of the

key factors leading to Singapore being
ranked 29th out of 45 countries, in a
study on early education released yes-
terday.

The inaugural Starting Well Index
(SWI) – which ranked preschool educa-
tion in 45 countries on categories like
availability, affordability and quality –
found that Singapore performed worst
in areas related to quality.

These included factors like pupil-
teacher ratio, parent involvement and
preschool teacher training and pay.

Dr Khoo Kim Choo, founder and di-
rector of the Preschool for Multiple In-
telligences, said that low parental in-
volvement could be due to “parents hav-
ing no time due to work”.

She suggested that employers should
give parents “some time off so that they
can be more involved in their child’s edu-
cation”.

Singapore was “average” when it
came to having affordable preschool edu-
cation, and had high levels of preschool
enrolment.

The study also found that, while
teacher quality was found to be accepta-
ble – new teachers here need at least five
O-level credits and a diploma in pre-
school education – there was a lack of
teachers and high turnover in the indus-
try.

This meant that, in contrast to the
top 10 countries in the index, which had
ratios of one teacher to five to 11 chil-

dren, Singapore had one teacher to 20
children.

Dr Khoo suggested that Singapore
could “attract and retain more
good preschool teachers with better
incentives”.

The study noted that Nordic coun-
tries did the best in early childhood edu-
cation, with Finland (1st), Sweden (2nd)
and Norway (3rd) topping the ranking.

The only Asian country that made
the top 10 was South Korea (10th).
Hong Kong (19th) and Japan (21st)
were also ranked better than Singapore.

Despite Singapore’s primary, second-
ary and tertiary education being laud-
ed as models to follow, early education
here seemed to be falling behind, the
study noted.

The chief executive of the Lien Foun-
dation, Mr Lee Poh Wah, said that “if
there was a weak link in our national ed-
ucation system, the preschool phase
would be it”.

The research for this report was car-
ried out from December last year to
March this year. It defined preschool ed-
ucation as that for children aged three
to six.
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BY REICO WONG

FREELANCE workers in the media in-
dustry, like 29-year-old Josh Yong, are
welcoming a $15-million fund for the up-
grading of skills and apprenticeship
grants for workers.

Mr Yong, who works as a freelance
video editor, will tap the funding by the
Media Development Authority (MDA)
to cover a significant portion of his ex-
penses when he heads to London next
month.

He will be helping to edit the official
live Olympics footage with the Olympic
Broadcasting Services team.

The only Singaporean video editor to
be selected for the project, Mr Yong will
get to hone his skills alongside some of
the leading sporting-media experts in
the field.

The funding from MDA will go a
long way in helping to cover his expens-
es during the stint, he said.

“Training courses and attachment

programmes can be highly daunting for
freelancers, who, unlike full-timers, do
not have the support of a full-time com-
pany to help defray costs. There are
many uncertainties involved,” he said.

“These funds provide us with an
equal opportunity to upgrade our skills.”

MDA’s leg-up for freelancers is part
of a $20-million package to boost pro-
ductivity in the media sector.

With effect from Sunday, freelancers
and permanent full-time media employ-
ees will be able to claim up to $3,200
per month for local attachments and
$3,800 per month for overseas ones.

Those who take up apprenticeships
overseas will also receive a one-off sum
of $3,000 to cover airfare and insur-
ance.

These grants are capped at a maxi-
mum of $9,000, to be disbursed over
five years.

MDA chief executive Aubeck Kam
noted that freelancers are a critical re-
source in the media industry, as they
make up some 29,000 of the 72,700 me-
dia professionals here.

“In the media sector, the way to im-
prove productivity is not so much to cut
costs per unit, but to improve revenue
per unit,” said Mr Kam.

“Our strategy is to enhance capabili-
ties and value, to earn higher revenues.”
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HELPDESK
Early education: 幼儿教育 yòu ér jiào yù

Affordability: 支付能力 zhī fù néng lì 

Incentives: 激励 jī lì 

Tertiary education: 高等教育 gāo děng jiào yù
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