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THE Media Development Authority of Singapore
(MDA) has announced a $20 million plan to boost
productivity in the industry.

The $20 million will be distributed among three new
productivity measures from next month.

As much as $15 million will go into the training
allowance and enhanced apprenticeship productivity
measures, under MDA’s existing Talent Assistance
scheme.

These measures seek to provide freelance and experi-
enced media practitioners with the resources for skills
upgrading.

The remaining $5 million will go into process im-
provements under the MDA’s existing Enterprise Assist-
ance Grant Scheme.

Media companies who want to raise efficiency
through process improvements will be able to receive
these grants.

The Straits Times quoted Mr Aubeck Kam, chief
executive officer of MDA, as saying: “In the media
sector, the way to productivity is through ideas.

“We have to keep developing better ideas because
better ideas mean more audiences and more value
derived from the same unit of work.

“We need to help companies, enterprises and indi-
viduals grow competitively in the long term by proceed-
ing on this front.”

Singapore’s media industry has seven sectors –
broadcasting, publishing, printing, games and soft-
ware, online media, film and video, and music – and
employs a total of 72,700 workers, of which 29,000 work
on a freelance basis.
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NANYANG Technological University
(NTU) scientists have invented a new
toilet system that will turn human
waste into electricity and fertilisers.

It will also reduce the amount of
water needed for flushing by up to

90 per cent compared to current toilet systems in Singa-
pore.

Dubbed the No-Mix Vacuum Toilet, it has two cham-
bers that separate the liquid and solid wastes.

Using vacuum suction technology, such as those
used in aircraft lavatories, flushing liquids would take
0.2 litres of water, while flushing solids uses 1 litre.

The existing conventional water closet uses 4 litres
to 6 litres of water per flush.

T
HE Ministry of Education (MOE)
has revised its sexuality education
programmes with a holistic ap-

proach to ensure that they remain relevant
to emerging trends.

The secular curriculum aims to meet
students’ developmental needs at the dif-
ferent stages.

The Growing Years programme, con-
ducted from Primary 5 to junior college or
centralised institute levels, addresses is-
sues related to media influence, cyber rela-
tionships, dating and romantic relation-
ships.

It will now include a greater focus on
social networking, its dangers, and what teenagers can do to
protect themselves.

Complementing this is the Empowered Teens curriculum,
which teaches students about sexually transmitted infections,
protection from unsafe sex, and how to say “no” to pre-mari-
tal sex.

This programme was created with a health perspective. It
was jointly developed by the Ministry of Health, the Health
Promotion Board and MOE.

The revised programmes are expected to be taught to
students next year.

MOE said the new course materials have been distributed
to primary schools and it will start training specially selected

teachers to deliver these programmes.

Parents will still play the primary role in

the sexuality education of their children,

and will remain responsible for the teach-

ing of values on sex and sexuality, MOE

said.

Parents will also be able to exercise their

choice to opt their children out of the

school sexuality education programme.

School fees up for
non-citizens

Permanent residents and foreigners will
pay more in school fees in both government and govern-

ment-aided schools from next January.

PRs will pay $50 to $80 more, while foreigners will pay $115

to $250 more.

School fees for Singaporean citizens will remain un-

changed.

But the standard miscellaneous fees, which apply to all

students, will increase by $1 at primary level, $2 at secondary

level and $2.50 at Pre-University level from next January.

For those who need help, MOE has the Financial Assist-

ance Scheme. It helps with fees and basic schooling expenses

such as textbooks and school attire.

SINGAPORE and Malaysia enhanced
their cooperation against drug traffick-
ing by signing a memorandum of un-
derstanding (MOU) yesterday, signify-
ing both countries’ commitment to-
wards the common goal of a

drug-free society.
The MOU was inked by Singapore’s Minister for

Home Affairs Teo Chee Hean and his Malaysian coun-
terpart, Mr Hishammuddin Hussein.

The agreement includes strengthening enforcement
capabilities through joint training and capability ex-
changes. Under the MOU, a joint working committee
will be set up to chart the directions for joint efforts and
to identify cooperative activities.

SINGAPORE’S manufacturing out-
put grew 6.6 per cent last month
from a year earlier, rebounding
from a contraction of 0.2 per cent
in April.

The gains were led by a surge in
pharmaceuticals production and robust growth in
the transport engineering sector.

Excluding biomedical manufacturing, May out-
put increased 2 per cent year-on-year, according to
figures from the Economic Development Board.

Seasonally adjusted output rose 1.8 per cent in
May, reversing a decline of 3.3 per cent in April.

The output numbers come on the back of data
earlier this month which showed Singapore’s export
growth quickened last month.

SINGAPORE’S preschool education
placed 29th among 45 countries on
the Starting Well Index.

In the Starting Well study, Singa-
pore’s performance for the catego-
ries of “affordability” (21st) and

“availability” (25th) was average. It scored lowest in
terms of “quality” (30th).

The Starting Well Index assesses the extent to
which governments provide a good, inclusive early
childhood educational environment for children
between the ages of three and six.

Nordic children enjoy the most inclusive pre-
school environments. South Korea (10th) takes the
lead in the Asia Pacific.

THE former Joo Chiat Police Station
will be conserved and restored even
as the site it sits on is being released
for use as a hotel.

The land parcel at East Coast
Road, near the 112 Katong mall, is

made available for application under the Government
Land Sales (GLS) reserve list.

It will be released for sale by public tender if a
developer makes an initial offer that is acceptable to the
Government.

It will not be the only hotel site in the area. Far East
Organization’s East Village Hotel and the Grand Mer-
cure Roxy Hotel are nearby.

CHANGES IN SCHOOL

Sexuality education
programmes revised

FIRST-DAY FRIGHT: On the first day
of school after the June holidays on
Monday, a van carrying five primary
school pupils was involved in an
accident on Kallang Road at around
6.55pm. A motorcycle crashed into the
back of the van, smashing its rear
window. The 25-year-old biker was
taken to hospital, while a girl had cuts
on her arm.
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