
THE Association of Chartered
Certified Accountants (ACCA)
organised the inaugural ACCA
Inter-Firm Golf Challenge this
month.

Held at the Singapore Island
and Country Club on Nov 15,
the competition saw five teams
of four slug it out for the top
prize. ACCA, Ernst & Young,
PricewaterhouseCoopers, KPMG
and Deloitte fielded one team
each.

The Ernst and Young team –
comprising Tham Chee Soon,
Ke Peiyi, Wilson Woo and Ang
Chuan Beng – won the
challenge with a score of 106
(the best three stableford
points).

They narrowly edged out the
PwC quartet by a point. In third
place was KPMG on 100 points.

Individual winner Soh Kok
Leong (handicap index 15.5) of
PwC finished on 40 points.

No prize money was given
out, but winners walked away
with trophies and Titleist golf
accessories.

According to ACCA, the event
was conceived as “an
opportunity for golfers from the
Big 4 firms to network and
compete”.

By Lynn Kan
lynnkan@sph.com.sg

SINGAPORE’s services sector –
excluding hotels, restaurants and
firms engaged in retail and whole-
sale trade – raked in 1.9 per cent
more business receipts in the
third quarter over Q2, the Depart-
ment of Statistics (DOS) said yes-
terday. On an annualised basis,
business receipts from services
grew 9 per cent, with all sectors
reporting positive growth.

In Q3, almost all categories of
service industries surveyed by
DOS recorded moderately higher
business receipts.

In non-seasonally adjusted
terms, income in the education
sector rose 6.3 per cent, transport
and storage grew 2.8 per cent,
and health and social work in-
creased 2.5 per cent.

Turnover from real estate,
rental and leasing companies in-
creased by 2.3 per cent, while

that of financial and insurance
businesses grew 2 per cent.

On the flip-side, business re-
ceipts from information and com-
munication services declined 2.6
per cent, and those of business
services dipped 0.3 per cent quar-
ter on quarter.

Year-on-year changes were
led strongly by companies catego-
rised under “other services”,
which grew 43.6 per cent. Real es-
tate, rental and leasing was the
other double-digit growth area,
with a 12.6 per cent gain in re-
ceipts. Overall annualised servic-
es growth was muted somewhat
by education which grew 3.3 per
cent, business services which in-
creased 4.7 per cent and health
and social work, which clocked
up 5.6 per cent.

The findings are based on the
quarterly business receipts index
(QBRI) compiled by DOS. It meas-
ures short-term changes in the
amount of income earned from
business operations in services
industries, such as services ren-
dered, goods sold, commission
fees and rental of premises, ma-
chinery and equipment.

By Arthur Lee
arthurl@sph.com.sg

THE Lien Foundation, Singapore
Hospice Council and adamsap-
ple, a local design company, will
launch an 80-page coffee table
book that chronicles the last
months of eight terminally ill pa-
tients.

Titled “Departure, Living be-
fore Leaving”, the year-long “la-
bour of love” is the voluntary
work of four established photog-
raphers. Six of the original eight
patients have since passed away.

The book and exhibition will
be launched on Monday evening
at the National Library Central.
The exhibition will be held there
from Nov 30 to Dec 1.

Proceeds from the book sales
will go to the Singapore Hospice
Council. Two thousand copies in
English have been printed and
will be sold at $40 each. The Lien
Foundation is underwriting its
production costs.

Ray Chua, 38, a senior photog-
rapher at Zao Bao, said it was
very difficult to get subjects to
open up. On some days, they
were too weak or in pain to be
photographed and wished for pri-
vacy. After spending several
months with his subjects, he saw
first hand their fighting spirit and

the love and support of family
members

The book contains sensitive
images and short narratives de-
picting the struggles and opti-
mism of terminally ill patients

Edward Chiang, 49, suffered
from Biventricular heart failure.
But he was proud of his career
and chose to dress up in his navy
blue Customs uniform to pose
for a series of family portraits.

SHC chairman Tan Kee Wee
hopes the book will create great-
er awareness of the availability of
quality hospice care in Singapore
and the need to support our hos-
pices.

They depend substantially on
public donations. A full service
hospice typically incurs an annu-
al expenditure of about $4 mil-
lion, of which a third is provided
by the government.

Mail orders at $45 each inclu-
sive of $5 mailing charge can be
made through the SHC website
at www.singaporehospice.org.sg

A NORTH American harvest festival was celebrated

at the Orchard Hotel this week – with a European

Christmassy touch!

Finnish santarinas Kaisa (left) and Riikka, in

town for the first time all the way from Santa Claus

Village in Lapland, helped Orchard Hotel general

manager Ruprecht Schmitz decorate the Lollipop

House with 2,800 pieces of colourful lollipops from

around the world.

Mr Schmitz said: “Thanksgiving is a season of

love, giving and joy, so we build this one-sto-

rey-high Lollipop House to bring festive cheer to
the children.”

Lollipop goodies awaited AWWA Special Educa-

tion School children, who were on hand to help

launch the X’mas Lollipop House on Thursday. The

school is run by the Asian Women’s Welfare Associ-

ation. Orchard Hotel is also offering a complimenta-

ry weekend stay at its luxurious Signature Suite

with breakfast for two to the lucky winner of its

Guess The Number Of Lollipops contest.

– By Yen Meng Jiin
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Proceeds from the sale of the
books will go to the Singapore
Hospice Council. Two thousand
copies have been printed in
English to be sold at $40 each.
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