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Money Matters

Leaving a note for your loved ones may be an enriching 
experience for all 

The value of emotional wills 

BY CELENE TING

Avoiding a dispute To avoid a dispute, consider  

the following: 

(i) The testator must be of sound 

mind. A person may be physically 

sick or infirmed, but he should 

be of sound mind when writing 

the will. It is advisable to have a 

doctor certify, at the time of the 

signing of the will, that the person 

was not mentally impaired and his 

judgment was not diminished to 

the extent that he did not know 

what he was giving away.

(ii) The testator must be identified with 

certainty. His name and identity 

For a will to be valid and enforceable 

under the law, it must capture 

all the concerns and 

wishes of the testator 

(the person who 

wrote the will) 

accurately. An 

ambiguous will can 

be challenged 

and runs the 

risk of being 

declared 

invalid.  
*Information above courtesy of Mr Simon Tan, 

a member of The Law Society of Singapore.

number should be stated.

(iii) An executor and/or trustee should 

be appointed. The executor will 

handle funeral matters, pay 

expenses, determine the assets for 

distribution and appoint a lawyer to 

take out a grant of letters of probate 

to empower him to distribute the 

assets under the will. If there 

are children or minors involved, a 

trustee should be appointed, as 

his duties start after the executor 

consolidates the assets and readies 

them for future distribution if it 

cannot be done immediately.

(iv) Beneficiaries must be appointed. 

Otherwise, it is not a will. 

However, if a person only wants 

to express his feelings without 

any distribution of assets upon 

death, it can be done through a 

letter, which need not comply 

with the formalities of a valid and 

enforceable will.

(v) The will must be signed in the 

presence of two witnesses. 
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