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百位本尊加持大法会与中阴教授和度母火供
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地点 : 新加坡福清会馆(惹兰勿刹体育场对面;
2, Allenby Road Singapore 209973
(opp. Jalan Besar Football Stadium)
日期 : 2016年5月27日至5月29日(星期五到星期日)
巴士 : 23, 64, 65, 66, 67, 130, 139, 147
靠近地铁站: 劳明达地铁站
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5月29日 2016 (星期天)

5月27日 2016 (星期五)
7.30pm to 10pm : 中阴教授

5月28日 2016 (星期六)
10am to 12nn
12nn to 3pm
3pm to 5pm
5pm to 7.30pm
7.30pm to 10pm

:
:
:
:
:

百位本尊法会
午餐
中阴教授 (继续)
晚餐
绿度母火供

Organiser: Zurmang Kagyud Buddhist Centre
301 Guillemard Road, Singapore 399740 Tel: 67440198
Website: http://www.zurmangkagyud.org
Enquiries: 96724706, 91890859, 97451946, 96392215

10am to 12nn
12nn to 2pm
2pm to 4pm
4pm to 6pm
6pm to 9pm

:
:
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:
:

超度法会
午餐
中阴教授 (继续)
晚餐
百位本尊加持灌顶/
皈依/玛密孟兰祈愿

请不要错过星期天晚上法会结束后,
仁波切会赐予参与者特别加持礼物。

~第十二世苏曼嘉皇仁波切简介~
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( 如 果欲 了 解 苏 曼 嘉 皇 仁 波 切 的 传 记 , 和 他 的 佛 行 ,
请 访 问网 址 : w w w . zu r m a n g k a g yu d . o r g )

Lien Foundation to extend Circle of Care scheme
1700 preschoolers to benefit from more customised support.
By Koh Hsiang Yu
Lianhe Zaobao – P06
Publication date – 23 May 2016
A multi-pronged approach that coordinates different agencies to
work together for disadvantaged children and families, currently used
by several countries, is viewed as a more holistic way of providing
support, with great potential to improve social mobility.
In Singapore, the Singapore government will launch KidSTART in the
later half of 2016 to coordinate government and community
resources towards better support of the health, learning and
development of vulnerable children.
Three years earlier, in 2013, local charity Lien Foundation had piloted
the Circle of Care scheme, introducing learning therapy and family
services into preschools. The scheme showed much success, leading
the Lien Foundation to widen its scope.
Together with officials from the charity and local educators, Zaobao
reporter Koh Hsiang Yu visited Melbourne and Adelaide in Australia in
May 2016 to observe and learn from the local government and nongovernment organisations on how they implement such an integrated
approach to helping vulnerable children, and find out what is
applicable to Singapore's context.
TO support more vulnerable children, the Circle of Care scheme will extend to at least 15
preschools and two primary schools in the next three years. By then, the programme will
provide customised support to as many as 1700 preschoolers, of which an estimated 30%
will come from disadvantaged families or have learning difficulties.
The number of preschools that are part of this scheme, piloted by Lien Foundation and Care
Corner, will increase from two to nine by the end of this year. For the first time, two primary
schools will also come under the scheme. The scheme provides free educational therapy
services for children with learning disabilities and social workers will follow the children
until they are Primary Three, providing families with the necessary aid or referral to other
agencies.
Lien Foundation CEO Lee Poh Wah shared with reporters these updates of the Circle of Care
scheme at the end of the learning trip to Southern Australia. One key takeaway for him was
the integrated approach used in Australia. There, preschools serve as a “one-stop centre”,
providing subsidised preschool education and child care services, as well as support to
children with special needs through occupational and linguistic therapies. They also organise

free playgroup classes and support groups for parents to provide parenting guidance. Many
centres also have in-house nurses for parents to consult.
The population of Southern Australia is about one third that of Singapore’s. Over the past 10
years, it has set up 42 preschools that uses such an integrated approach in different cities.
Five more will be set up in the next two years.
Mr Lee felt that in Australia, the authorities and the preschool educators coordinated well
with one another to reach their common goal of providing equal opportunities for every
child. Through the joint efforts of different groups in the community, such as parents, social
workers, medical practitioners, businessmen and educators, every child are given the same
starting point, even those from disadvantaged families.
“Providing good childcare services, emphasising the need for parents to be involved in their
children’s growth, and providing support from social services – these are key factors to
improve the lives of children from disadvantaged backgrounds. A more integrated approach
is to accord these factors with equal importance,” said Mr Lee.
What left a deep impression on Mr Lee during the visit to one preschool in Adelaide was the
teamwork of its staff, the quality of its leadership, and the regular communication between
the preschool and the primary school that the child graduates to, ensuring that the case file
of every student, especially those from disadvantaged backgrounds, were properly handed
over.
Dr Khoo Kim Choo, consultant for Circle of Care, said the programme is looking at
strengthening its foundation even as it expands its services. For example, it is exploring how
to emulate the Australians in working with allied health professionals and psychiatrists to
provide counselling or treatment regularly, such as once or twice weekly, for children with
needs.
“If there are many children with special medical needs in the preschool, the possibility of
having professionals making regular visits is higher,” she said. “In Singapore, however, the
challenge will come from the lack of allied health professionals.”
Government sets aside $20 million to set up KidSTART programme
The Singapore government has earmarked more than $20 million to roll out the KidSTART
programme, which is currently in its preliminary stages. In the next three years, the
programme will benefit 1000 children from low-income and disadvantaged families in
Redhill, Chinatown, Boon Lay, Taman Jurong and Geylang Serai, providing them with
learning, developmental and health support.
Minister for Social and Family Development Tan Chuan Jin visited Sydney and Melbourne in
May with ministry officials to learn more about integrated support for vulnerable children.
In a Facebook post, Mr Tan wrote that “the evidence is very clear that outcomes and life
courses for everyone are shaped by development in the early years. This is even more
significant for vulnerable children when they receive better support for their development

in those initial years. This is directly related to the quality of relationships and interactions
between the child and his home, community and school environment. We saw many
examples of evidence-based strategies to help parents or caregivers have quality
interactions with their young children. We will build on some of these ideas in our KidSTART
pilot through home visits, supported community interactions, and through selected
preschools.”
At a dialogue encouraging enterprises to take on more charity work, he spoke about his
plans for the KidSTART programme. “We hope that we can provide support to a child’s
development, even before the mother gives birth, so that he has a higher chance of
achieving success in his life,” he said.
Singapore has in place many measures to support a child’s health and learning needs,
including vaccination, health check-ups, development support programmes and language
reading support programmes. The Early Childhood Development Agency (ECDA), which is in
charge of rolling out the KidSTART programme, will be building on this existing
infrastructure in partnership with other government agencies, social services centres,
hospitals, and community groups. Selected preschools will also work with parents to help
vulnerable children transit from preschool to primary school.
An ECDA spokesman said that low-income families and vulnerable children face many
challenges in the early years. The government and community partners can coordinate their
efforts to provide support to help these children start their lives on a better footing. In
expressing support for community-initiated projects such as the Circle of Care, the
spokesman said, “We will continue to work with various partners to coordinate our efforts
to provide support, and help the vulnerable children benefit.”
To help the child, start from the family
The experience from Australia shows that providing good support to the family helps
vulnerable kids. There, children centres, preschools and medical agencies believe in “helping
the family first to help the child”.
For instance, at the Queen Elizabeth Centre in Melbourne, which provides social services
and allied health services, staff focus on upgrading parenting skills. Services include five to
10-day residential counselling programmes for parents and their children so that these
families, who face complex issues such as drug abuse or family violence, can have a
temporary place to stay where the parents can focus on acquiring knowledge and skills to
nurture their children. The staff at the centre also do home visits, and work with social
workers to get broken families back on track.
Another feature of local preschools is their belief in harnessing community support for the
parents. Ms Susie Rosback, who is in charge of Budup Womindjeka, a family and children
centre in Melbourne, showed the cabinets and shelves that she set up at the entrance,
stocked with food, second-hand clothes, toys, books and baby diapers. Parents can freely
pick up these items on their way home if they are, for example, having a busy day and
haven’t had time to prepare dinner. On another day, the same parent may then contribute

items to the cabinets, for other parents in need. Said Ms Rosback, “There is no hard and fast
rule as to which family is in need, as every parent has different needs.”
Captions:
The Circle of Care will expand to at least 15 preschools and two primary schools in the next
three years. (Photo provided by Care Corner)
At this preschool in Melbourne, parents can freely take food and other essential items from
a cabinet set by for them at the entrance. They are also encouraged to contribute items
back to the cabinet. (Photo by Koh Hsiang Yu)
* The article has been translated from the Chinese article for brevity and flow, and to
provide additional details.

