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A CEMETERY which lets visitors
retrieve urns of the dead using a
voice-activated system has won a
“Design for Death” competition or-
ganised by two Singapore-based
foundations.

Architecture students Rangel
Karaivanov, 24, and Marta Piasec-
zynska, 22, won a $42,000 prize
for their entry “Post-Community”
– a plinth containing moveable
urns that can be placed on top of
buildings to save urban space.

The pair, from the University of
Applied Arts Vienna in Austria,
tried to address the needs of
high-density living in the contest,
which aimed to address how

“death care” can be improved.
Mr Karaivanov said: “A culture

is not only defined by the living
but also (by) our ancestors.”

The results of the architecture
category were announced on Mon-
day at the National Funeral Direc-
tors Association (NFDA) Interna-

tional Convention and Expo in
Austin, Texas. In second place
was a mirrored monolith to be
displayed as installation art in
cities, while in third was a colum-
barium where glowing urns hang
from the roof and trees.

More than 600 entries were
received from architects and de-
signers worldwide.The competi-
tion was organised by the Lien
Foundation and ACM Founda-
tion, in partnership with the NF-
DA, the industry’s biggest pro-
fessional global organisation.

Mr Lee Poh Wah, 43, chief ex-
ecutive of the Lien Foundation
and competition judge, said:
“The designers have interpreted
the needs of our generation with
sensitivity and empathy.”

Fellow judge Ang Ziqian, 32,
ACM Foundation founder, said:
“These novel concepts challenge
us to redefine the type of death
care we need and deserve.”

An earlier stage of the compe-
tition encouraging “greener”
death care featured ideas includ-
ing biodegradable caskets and
home memorials. A special jury
prize in the green category went
to United States researcher Jae
Rhim Lee, 37, for her “mush-
room death suit” which detoxi-
fies decomposing bodies using
mushroom spores.

ashs@sph.com.sg

DOHA – Saudi Arabia’s intelli-
gence chief has said the kingdom
will make a “major shift” in deal-
ings with the United States in
protest at its perceived inaction
over the Syria war and its over-
tures to Iran, a source close to
Saudi policy said yesterday.

Prince Bandar Sultan told Eu-
ropean diplomats that Washing-
ton had failed to act effectively
on the Syria crisis and the Israe-
li-Palestinian conflict, was grow-
ing closer to Teheran, and had
failed to back Saudi support for
Bahrain when it crushed an an-
ti-government revolt in 2011,
the source said.

It was not immediately clear
if Prince Bandar’s reported state-
ments had the full backing of
King Abdullah.

“The shift away from the US
is a major one,” the source close
to Saudi policy said.

“Saudi doesn’t want to find it-
self any longer in a situation
where it is dependent. Prince
Bandar told diplomats that he
plans to limit interaction with
the US,” he said.

“This happens after the US
failed to take any effective ac-
tion on Syria and Palestine.”

Saudi anger boiled over after
the United States dropped the
threat of military strikes in re-
sponse to a poison gas attack in
Damascus in August, after Syri-
an President Bashar al-Assad
agreed to give up his chemical ar-
senal.

Saudi Arabia backs the most-
ly Sunni Muslim rebels fighting
to overthrow Mr Assad, who has

the support of Saudi Arabia’s
arch-rival, Iran.

The kingdom is also con-
cerned that a US-Iran reconcilia-
tion may lead to a “grand bar-
gain” on the Iranian nuclear pro-
gramme that leaves it at a disad-
vantage.

“Relations with the US have
been deteriorating for a while, as
Saudi feels that the US is grow-
ing closer with Iran and the US
also failed to support Saudi dur-
ing the Bahrain uprising,” said
the source.

The source declined to pro-
vide more details of Prince
Bandar’s talks with the diplo-
mats, which took place in the
past few days.

But he suggested the planned
change in ties between the ener-
gy superpower and its tradition-
al US ally would have wide-rang-
ing consequences, including
on arms purchases and oil
sales.

Saudi Arabia’s rebuff comes
despite attempts by US Secre-
tary of State John Kerry to calm
rising tensions.

On Monday, Mr Kerry met
Saudi Foreign Minister Prince
Saud al-Faisal at the prince’s pri-
vate residence in Paris.

It also comes after Saudi Ara-
bia spurned on Friday a coveted
two-year term on the Security
Council in a rare display of anger
at the United Nations’ inaction
over the crisis in Syria.

No country has previously
been elected to the council and
then walked away.
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Ms Jae Rhim Lee with her “mushroom death suit”, which won the special jury prize in the eco/green deathcare category of
the Design for Death competition in Austin, Texas. ST PHOTO: ASHLEIGH SIM
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