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Singapore’s road from trad-
ing backwater to internation-
al economic powerhouse is
well documented.

On Tuesday, more than a
thousand people will take a
trip down memory lane to
view firsthand the key sites
of agencies and firms that
kick-started the nation’s eco-
nomic journey from its
pre-independence days.

From the petrochemical
hub at Jurong Island to the
high-tech Seletar Aerospace
Park, participants will run
through 50 iconic sites.

The sites include where,
for example, the nation’s
first hard disk drive was as-
sembled and where its first
pharmaceutical drug was
produced.

More than a thousand
Economic Development
Board (EDB) staff members
and former employees, cor-
porate bigwigs and volun-
teers from 50 companies and
agencies are expected to take

part in the relay. The event is
being organised by the EDB
as the first part of a series of
celebrations for its 50th anni-
versary this year.

In addition to the foreign
companies represented,
there will be homegrown
manufacturing icons such as
oil rig building giants Keppel
Corp and Sembcorp, and wa-
ter solutions company Hy-
flux.

Partner government agen-
cies that have played a vital
role in Singapore’s economic
development, including JTC
Corp and A*Star, will also
join in.

The EDB Heritage Relay
will comprise three routes
that start at the western,
northern and eastern ends
of Singapore and total about
200km in length.

The final leg, which fin-
ishes at the Esplanade Park,
will see participants walking
the last kilometre to EDB’s
headquarters at Raffles City
Tower.

Mr Jayson Goh, chairman
of the EDB 50th Anniversary
Organising Committee, said
that the relay was devised
“to highlight the partner-
ships that were key to Singa-
pore”.

“We were looking for an
avenue that would allow us

to involve the business com-
munity, sister agencies and
individuals in Singapore, to
commemorate this momen-
tous occasion together,” said
Mr Goh, a director at EDB’s
Infocomms and Media Divi-
sion.

Planning for the event
started more than a year ago,
and a number of other fix-
tures are slated for the re-
mainder of the year.

He added that the EDB
would have liked to include
more sites but could not “be-
cause of logistical con-
straints”.

EDB chairman Leo Yip
and managing director, Dr
Beh Swan Gin, will be lead-
ing EDB’s senior manage-
ment in the run.

Dr Mao Bor Yen, group
vice-president and general
manager for front-end manu-
facturing at STMicroelectron-
ics, is looking forward to a
celebration “of a very long
and productive partnership
with the EDB”.

“Twenty-six years ago,
our partnership started a to-
tally new industry that nev-
er existed before in Singa-
pore,” he said. “Today, the
Republic is among the top
five countries in the world
for wafer fabrication. This is
certainly something to cele-
brate and commemorate.”

Siemens chief executive
Lothar Herrmann said: “Sie-
mens has been in Singapore
for more than 100 years, and
has been working closely
with EDB since its setup.

“We’re like running part-
ners who have been nudging
each other on in an ultra
marathon, pushing each oth-
er to run longer and faster,
and to achieve greater miles.
So this heritage run is very
symbolic of the close partner-
ship we have with EDB.”
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A Singapore non-profit organ-
isation has been awarded one
of China’s top charity awards
for bringing much-needed wa-
ter and sanitation to more
than 30,000 Chinese in
drought-prone rural areas.

Lien Aid, a collaboration
between Lien Foundation
and Nanyang Technological
University, received the Glo-
bal Charity Award in the
Great Hall of the People yes-
terday at one of China’s ma-
jor events of the year honour-
ing philanthropic work.

Held by the Chinese minis-
try of civil affairs and the pres-
tigious Soong Ching Ling
Foundation, the ceremony
honoured more than 50 indi-
viduals and organisations for
their contributions to Chi-
nese society.

Lien Aid, the only Singa-
pore recipient at this year’s
awards, was ranked by popu-
lar vote as an outstanding
contributor among the top
non-profit organisations for
its 14 projects in Yunan, Si-
chuan and Shanxi.

Drawing on Singapore’s
water hub status and exper-
tise, it invested $2 million
over three years to build 870
wells and improve water and
sanitation conditions in 20
schools.

“The Chinese view water
pollution and the scarcity of
water as the nation’s most
critical environmental prob-
lems, weighing even above
the issue of climate change,”
said Mr Lee Poh Wah, Lien
Aid’s chairman.

“Lien Aid is in the right
space of tackling China’s wa-
ter challenges.”
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Pupils using toilet facilities at Ci Xiang Primary School in Ziyang city, Sichuan, one of 20
schools where Lien Aid pumped in money to improve water and sanitation conditions.

200km run is
symbolic of 50-year
journey with
industry partners
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As the Economic Development Board 
celebrates 50 years, more than a 
thousand volunteers and guests 
will take a run down memory 
lane to 50 of Singapore’s most 
iconic sites. Here are 
some of the landmarks 
runners will be 
passing by. 

A run through history 
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The current 
headquarters 
of the EDB 
since 1987 
and the end 
point of the 
run.
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Siemens
Has helped 
build a third 
of Singapore’s 
power plants 
since 1982.

Keppel Corp
Repaired ships 
in 1968, and is 
now a giant in 
the offshore and 
marine sector.

Renewable 
Energy Corp
Made the largest 
clean tech 
investment 
at $2.5 billion.

GlaxoSmithKline
Drug ingredients 
for treatment of 
cancer, asthma and
HIV made here.

ExxonMobil
Has invested over 
US$7 billion in 
Singapore since 
1893.

Biopolis and 
Fusionopolis   
Nerve centres 
for research and 
development.

Jurong Island
Petrochemical hub 
formed from seven 
islands reclaimed 
over 15 years. Lucasfilm

Home to 450 
employees who 
have been involved 
in blockbusters such 
as Iron Man 2, Star 
Wars: The Clone 
Wars TV series and 
a myriad of video 
games. Content 
production spans 
TV, film and video 
games.  

Rolls Royce
Accounts for over 15 per cent of the country’s aerospace 
output Makes the Trent 900 engine in Singapore Airlines’ 
Airbus A-380 superjumbo planes and will test them here.

Shell
Has invested billions of dollars here 
since 1891, when it bought 
8ha on Pulau Bukom to set up 
an oil storage installation. First 
company to make use of the 
Government’s Pioneer scheme in 
1961 when it set up an oil refinery.
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