
By CHEW XIANG

SMALL firms vying for the
Emerging Enterprise 2008
award will have an extra
week to draft their entries.

Organisers have exten-
ded the deadl ine to
March 31, saying that they
have received many que-
ries about writing business
plans and requests for
more time.

“This is understanda-
ble,” said Lim Lee Meng,
senior partner at RSM Chio

Lim, and one of the judges.
“For many emerging enter-
prises, this is probably the
first time they are formali-
sing their visions and plans
into a business planning
framework.”

The award, launched by
BT and OCBC Bank, is
aimed at small companies
with turnover of between
$1.5 million and $10 mil-
lion and which have been
operating for less than se-
ven years but more than
three.

Each of three winners –
to be selected based on
their management teams,
achievements, business

models and business struc-
tures – will get $380,000 of
interest-free loans, grants
and business services.

OCBC is contributing a
$150,000, five-year inte-
rest-free loan and will also
have an option to invest in
the company. Spring Singa-
pore will give to each win-
ner $150,000 in grants to
meet the expense of selec-
ted business projects.

Three other partners –
HP Singapore, financial con-
sultancy RSM Chio Lim and
NUS Enterprise – will con-
tribute a total of $80,000 of
IT, consultancy and educa-
tion packages to each win-
ner.

BT is a co-organiser of
two other major business
awards aimed at larger
companies and their execu-
tives – the Singapore Busi-
ness Awards and Enter-
prise 50. The newly
launched Emerging Enter-
prise 2008 completes its
line-up of awards for the
full spectrum of companies.

It will give smaller enter-
prises much-needed publici-
ty, not to mention the finan-
cial support and consultan-
cy services, that many such
companies need but find
hard to obtain. Part of the
problem is that such compa-
nies may find it difficult to
“sell” their plans and busi-

nesses to banks, potential
investors and, in this case,
a panel of judges.

Mr Lim said: “While gen-
eral guidelines were provid-
ed on the application forms
for those who might need
some help with their plans,
enterprises should not be
too concerned about how
long or short their plans
should be.

“Just write what is nec-
essary. Ultimately, it boils
down to telling us what is it
you have now and have
planned for in the future –
that is sustainable – that
will make you a deserving
winner of Emerging Enter-
prise 2008.”

By MATTHEW PHAN
A CANADIAN was yester-
day named inaugural recipi-
ent of the $300,000 Lee
Kuan Yew Water Prize, to
be awarded during the Sin-
gapore International Water
Week in June. Andrew
Benedek’s pioneering work
in low-pressure mem-
branes has allowed even
highly polluted used water
to be treated to drinking
standards.

Many countries are ben-
efiting from his work, with
utilities around the world –
including the Public Utili-
ties Board in Singapore – us-
ing his membranes in their
designs.

Low-pressure mem-
branes “will continue to be-
come more and more cost-
effective, reliable and
space-efficient”, just like
computers and telecommu-
nications devices have,
Dr Benedek said. “I’m hop-
ing that in the next decade,
it will happen in small
Asian villages – to recycle
water and make water
available even where it is
scarce.”

Ironically, the 64-year-
old founder of Zenon Envi-
ronmental, a provider of
water treatment systems
since sold to GE in June
2006, has moved on to tac-
kle non-water issues – in
particular, global warming
and clean energy.

After work on monito-
ring global warming in the
oceans, Dr Benedek now fo-
cuses on finding ways to
make fuel from waste.

“Energy is an economic
problem and an environ-
mental problem, but also a
security problem,” he said.

Besides sitting on the
boards of various business-
es and organisations,
Dr Benedek is managing di-
rector of UTS BiogasTech-
nik, a German pioneer in bi-
ogas generation from
waste.

“I didn’t want to enter
any kind of business or re-
search that was competing
with the company I sold to
GE, so I started getting
back to basic research,”
said the scientist, who
earned a PhD in chemical
engineering from the Uni-
versity of Washington, Seat-
tle, in 1970.

He had studied the same
subject for his bachelor’s
degree at McGill University
in Canada, then joined the
petrochemical industry
briefly. But the stint
showed him the effect of
pollution on the environ-
ment, and he decided to
specialise in the field for his
post-graduate work.

Closing date for
Emerging Enterprise
2008 now March 31

By DANNY TAN
THE inaugural Land Trans-
port Excellence Awards
held yesterday recognised
the achievements of individ-
uals and companies who
have contributed signifi-
cantly to improvements in
public transport.

The awards ceremony
was also the platform for
the announcement of a
S$50 million fund aimed at
fostering innovation in the
transport industry.

One of the two individu-
als feted was former Land
Transport Authority (LTA)
chairman Fock Siew Wah,
who was presented with
the Distinguished Contribu-
tion award.

His stewardship of the
LTA from 1995 to 2002
saw the implementation of
several firsts for public
transport, including the

first Light Rapid Transit
(LRT) system, and the Elec-
tronic Road Pricing (ERP)
system, among others.

Reflecting on the role
the LTA plays in Singapore,
Mr Fock said: “If you do
things correctly, the benefit
is quite tremendous, not on-
ly to people but to the
whole Singapore econo-
my.”

“When I see such bene-
fits, how can I not be pas-
sionate about public trans-
port?”

The night’s other individ-
ual award went to Michael
Fam Yue Onn, former chair-
man of the Mass Rapid
Transport Corporation
(MRTC) – later renamed SM-
RT Corporation.

Dr Fam spearheaded
the S$5 bi l l ion MRT
project, beginning with the
North-South line in Novem-
ber 1987, and ending with
the completion of the
East-West line in July
1990.

His contributions to pub-
lic service have been recog-
nised several times, with

the most recent being the
Order of Nila Utama, First
Class he received in 1990.

Transport companies
were lauded in an assort-
ment of categories which in-
cluded the Most Custom-
er-friendly Transport
Award won by SMRT
Trains Ltd.

Guest-of-Honour, Minis-
ter for Transport and Sec-
ond Minister for Foreign Af-
fairs, Raymond Lim, said:
“The government could not
have built the land trans-
port system we have today
without the partnership of
firms in the industry and
the support of key stake-
holders.”

The night also saw the
launch of the Land Trans-
port Innovation Fund
(LTIF), an initiative to spur
innovation in the transport
industry.

The LTA says that the
fund will aid companies in
offsetting their investment
costs at the conceptual
stage of research, up to a
maximum of S$1 million,
for trial periods capped at
one year.

DUKE-NUS Medical School
has collaborated with the
Lien Foundation to estab-
lish Asia’s first research
centre for palliative care.

The Lien Centre for Palli-
ative Care will draw on the
research capabilities of
Duke-NUS through Duke
University’s end-of-life and
palliative care research pro-
grammes, with involve-
ment and support from the
National Cancer Centre Sin-
gapore (NCCS) and Singa-
pore Health Services.

The centre will also un-
dertake healthcare profes-
sional education and devel-
opment, building on exist-
ing programmes organised
by NCCS and the Asia-Pacif-
ic Hospice Palliative Care
Network.

The aim is to broaden
Singapore’s base of exper-
tise in palliative care and re-
search, raise awareness of
cultural differences in atti-
tudes and beliefs towards
dying and bridge these
more effectively with the ex-
isting system to formulate

better-informed healthcare
policies and medical prac-
tices.

The Lien Foundation ini-
tiated the setting up of the
centre with a $7.5 million
commitment over five
years, which wil l be
matched dollar-for-dollar
by the government.

The centre will be head-
ed by Duke-NUS associate
professor Cynthia Goh, a
veteran palliative care pio-
neer and medical special-
ist, founder president of the
Hospice Care Association
and a former medical direc-
tor of Assisi Home and Hos-
pice.

“The Lien Centre for Pal-
liative Care is a dream
come true for the palliative
care community in Singa-
pore,” Prof Goh said. “For
the first time, real resourc-
es have been set aside for
research and education.”

An estimated 70 per
cent of terminally ill pa-
tients in Singapore die with-
out receiving hospice pallia-
tive care.

THE new 2.9-hectare Pasir Ris Park exten-
sion, toured by the media yesterday, fea-
tures plants growing on the roofs of its
open interpretive centre and toilet block.

Rooftop vegetation reduces surface and
ambient air temperatures by as much as
31 deg C and 4.2 deg C respectively, reduc-
ing energy demand for cooling purposes,
as highlighted in the 2002 Handbook on
Skyrise Greening in Singapore, published
by the National Parks Board (NParks) and
also available on the NParks website.

While the energy cost savings from
greening of accessible roofs are insuffi-
cient to offset the accompanying increase
in maintenance costs, the handbook
found, extensive turfing of inaccessible
roofs brings life cycle cost savings of 8.5
per cent. Within 10 years, a green inacces-
sible roof would save enough in energy
costs to cover the initial cost of greening.

Hence, current research focuses on the
types of plants that are suitable for inacces-
sible roofs, said NParks staff.

Entry deadline for new award extended
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