
By SABRINA TIONG

“BEFORE I die, I want to...”
travel the world, bungee jump,
hang-glide, maybe win a Nobel
prize.

These are just some of the
answers Nanyang Technologi-
cal University students have
been giving to a fill-in-the-
blank question found on nine
boards around the campus.

The boards were put up on
Sunday by four 21-year-old stu-
dents inspired by an interna-
tional public art project which
invites people to share their
hopes in public space.

The four hope their initia-
tive will help fellow students
take stock of what they have
achieved and what else they
want to do – thus creating a
sense of urgency to live life to
the fullest.

When The Straits Times vis-
ited the NTU campus on Mon-

day, all the boards were already
filled up.

“It’s a really good opportuni-
ty for us to revisit our dreams,”
said computer engineering stu-
dent Esther Lee, 22, who plans
to write on the board.

Some of the aspirations,
however, were frivolous, declar-
ing the desire to “play hang-
man” or “press the button”.

Electrical engineering stu-
dent Dovanson Quah, 23, said:

“Few will actually stop and
take it in or try to understand
what the underlying meaning
of the project is... Most of us
are rushing to class. We will
just catch a glimpse of a couple
of sentences, at most.”

While the group behind the
project – Ms Li Shiya, Mr
Keyon Guo, Ms Zou Jingxi and
Mr Liu Junhao – admit there
will be those who will not take
it seriously, they are still happy

to have made an impact on
those who have. “As long as
our key message got through to
people, it’s good enough,” said
Ms Li, the project leader and an
aerospace engineering student.

And what about their own as-
pirations? Ms Zou, a chemistry
student, hopes to travel to the
North and South poles, open a
kindergarten and make her
mother its principal.

sabrinat@sph.com.sg

By GRACE CHUA

IS IT possible to predict mon-
soon storms more accurately?
How will climate change affect
rainfall in Singapore?

The new Centre for Climate
Research, which opened official-
ly yesterday, will tackle these
questions, before advising agen-
cies on managing water
resources and flood risks, for
example.

The centre, which is part of
the National Environment
Agency’s Meteorological Ser-
vice, will be led by senior Brit-
ish researcher Chris Gordon,
the former head of the UK Met
Office’s Hadley Centre, Brit-
ain’s climate research arm.

One of its first priorities will
be to work on Singapore’s sec-
ond climate-change vulnerabili-

ty study, the first phase of
which is expected to be done
by late 2014, said Dr Gordon,
who begins as director on April
15.

It will use the latest climate
models to update the first such
study, started in 2007, to im-
prove the reliability of predic-
tions.

The centre will also study
poorly understood tropical
weather systems which have
unique features such as thun-
derstorms caused by convec-
tion – hot moist air rising and
forming clouds.

The centre, located in Paya
Lebar, hopes to produce season-
al weather forecasts. For exam-
ple, while February is normally
warm and dry, a monsoon
surge made last month excep-
tionally wet. Researchers hope
to predict such unusual pat-
terns ahead of time.

“The single biggest issue is
to explain uncertainty in a way
that doesn’t cause people to
lose confidence. People don’t
want a range of outcomes –
they want the outcome,” Dr
Gordon said.

The centre, which will cost
between $7 million and $8 mil-
lion a year to run and have a
staff of 25, is part of national
plans to build climate science
capabilities, and focus on Singa-
pore’s tropical climate.

It was first mooted in 2011, a
year after intense rain caused
flash floods across the island,
including the Orchard Road
shopping district.

The director-general of the
Meteorological Service, Ms
Wong Chin Ling, said: “There
is a common misconception
that climate change and envi-
ronmental issues are a problem
for the distant future.

“The reality is that prepared-
ness must begin in the
present.”

caiwj@sph.com.sg

By PRISCILLA GOY

A $2.65 MILLION IT system is
being introduced into nursing
homes to cut paperwork and
give staff more time to help resi-
dents, it was announced yester-
day.

The system – which sees in-
formation stored in a “cloud”
network – means medical staff
can diagnose conditions and ac-
cess patient data remotely with-
out having to visit homes in per-
son.

When completed, the
project is expected to benefit
more than 1,800 residents in
seven nursing homes – or
about one in five nursing beds
in Singapore.

Local philanthropic group
The Lien Foundation, which
announced the project yester-
day, has put $2 million towards
it, with the rest to come from
the nursing homes themselves.

One home which started us-
ing the IngoT II system since
early 2012 has seen around
140 types of forms and reports

go paperless, freeing up staff
time.

Nurse Winifreda Macatan-
gay, who works at the 401-bed
Peacehaven Nursing Home in
Upper Changi Road North,

said: “Medical instructions
are no longer handwritten so
we don’t have to spend extra
time deciphering doctors’
notes and can act on them
quickly.”

The home’s executive direc-
tor, Madam Low Mui Lang, add-
ed: “Nursing homes are tradi-
tionally bogged down by pa-
per-heavy and manual pro-
cesses.

“Now our nurses are freed
up from many tasks, allowing
them to better focus on resi-
dents and giving valuable per-
son-centred care.”

Lien Foundation CEO Lee
Poh Wah said: “Nursing homes
face intense demands for their
services in an environment of
capacity constraints and man-
power crunch. Structural re-
forms and productivity growth
are needed to meet escalating
demands and increasing expec-
tations for quality care.”

IngoT II – developed by lo-
cal firm PulseSync – has also
been implemented in Peace-
haven Bedok Multi-Service
Centre and will be rolled out to
five other nursing homes run
by voluntary welfare organisa-
tions by the first quarter of
next year.

goyshiyi@sph.com.sg

NTU students (from left) Li Shiya, Liu Junhao, Keyon Guo (sitting) and Zou Jingxi in front of the boards on
campus where students can write down what they want to do before they die. ST PHOTO: EDWARD TEO

The centre, located in Paya Lebar, hopes
to produce seasonal weather forecasts.
For example, while February is normally
warm and dry, a monsoon surge made
last month exceptionally wet.
Researchers hope to predict such
unusual patterns ahead of time.

Peacehaven Nursing Home staff using the new IngoT II system on a mobile
workstation and iPad at a resident’s bedside. The system allows medical
staff remote access to patient data. PHOTO: LIANHE ZAOBAO
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